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1. Introduction 

Winfield Township, a second class township, is a rural, residential community located in 
southeastern Butler County, Pennsylvania.  Founded in 1796, Winfield Township 
consists of lands zoned as residential, agricultural, commercial and manufacturing.  The 
Township comprises approximately 24.4 square miles of land area, or 15,993 acres, and 
has some 54.95 miles of roads.  Situated along the Route 356 corridor, Winfield 
Township has begun to experience residential growth and consequently determined that 
current planning for the Township should be updated to guide future development and 
ensure that proper services are in place to meet current and future needs.  Within the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Region, Butler County is the only county which has recently 
experienced population growth, with the majority of the growth taking place in Cranberry 
Township, Adams Township, and Jackson Township.   

A Comprehensive Plan can be described as a policy document comprised of discussion, 
maps, and charts that portray the current and future state for a given planning area.  A 
Comprehensive Plan is intended to develop a community vision, goals, and 
implementation methods or strategies to enable a community to achieve its vision for the 
future.  The need to update a Comprehensive Plan is directly related to the amount of 
change that occurs in and around a community and the desire of that community to create 
its vision for the future.  The time frame for the Plan is typically a 10 to 20 year 
projection period into the future and Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code requires 
a review of the Plan at least every 10 years under Act 2000-68.  Since Winfield Township 
has never prepared a Comprehensive Plan in the past but instead relied on an antiquated 
plan prepared by Butler County, this Plan review and update was requested by the 
Winfield Township Planning Commission and the Supervisors as an essential document 
for forward planning. 

This Comprehensive Plan consists of a series of goals and strategies designed to aid in 
balanced growth and improvement of residential neighborhoods, industrial and 
commercial centers, agricultural lands, transportation and utility infrastructures, and 
recreational and public facilities.  The Township's main concern is to preserve and 
enhance the high quality of life currently enjoyed by Winfield Township residents and to 
furthermore secure the rural nature of the Township by establishing a safe environment 
and preserving its natural resources and agricultural areas.  Implementation of the plan 
should be in a prompt, orderly, and acceptable manner utilizing Township funds, as well 
as other funding sources, efficiently and effectively to achieve the desired outcome of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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Therefore, this Comprehensive Plan Review and Policy Update has been prepared on 
behalf of Winfield  Township by Malcolm Pirnie, the Water Division of Arcadis,  to 
examine the status of previous planning efforts in relation to current conditions and 
outlooks, and to coordinate the continuing efforts of the Township to prepare for the 
future.  This Plan has been prepared in accordance with the Pennsylvania Municipalities 
Planning Code, Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development 
guidelines, and with input from Township Planning Commission, Township Board of 
Supervisors, and residents of the Township.  
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2. Background Studies 

2.1. General Appearance of the Community 

Winfield Township is a second class township located in eastern Butler County, 
Pennsylvania.  Winfield Township consists of lands zoned as residential, agricultural, 
commercial, and manufacturing.  The Cabot and Marwood areas contain the highest 
population density in the Township.  The Study Area is a mixture of 
residential/agricultural, manufacturing, and commercial property.  Residential/agricultural 
districts are primarily single-family and farming areas with customary accessory and 
secondary uses and small businesses.  Commercial districts are primarily economically 
viable areas providing commercial and service activities oriented to the Township and 
surrounding areas served by major highway systems.  Manufacturing districts are 
primarily for manufacturing, processing, fabrication and assembling of products and 
materials, warehousing and storage, and transportation facilities.   

The Tarentum District Sportsman Club maintains approximately 100 acres of land in 
southeast Winfield designated as open space.  The property is located in a 
residential/agricultural zoning district.  No other public or private open space has been 
designated in the Township.  There are no areas classified as environment biodiversity 
areas.  Subsection 3.2 describes the agricultural areas in the Township. 

2.2. Planning Background 

Understanding the background of Winfield Township and the trends which have occurred 
in recent years aid in the development of future plans and projections.  The following 
planning studies were previously completed for Winfield Township.  These previous 
plans contain valuable Township information which, along with the assessment of 
existing conditions, serves as the foundation for this Comprehensive Plan from which the 
Township’s future vision, desired land use, and action strategies will be developed. 

In 1970 and 1980, the Butler County Planning Commission (BCPC) completed studies 
that evaluated the current status, growth, and development of the different areas of Butler 
County.  The studies were entitled Updating the Butler County Master Plan and the 
County Sewage Disposal and Water Supply Plan and the Comprehensive Plan for Butler 
County, respectively.  Also, in October 1979, the Comprehensive Water Quality 
Management Plan was prepared for The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Resources, currently The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
(PADEP), by an independent consultant.  The Comprehensive Water Quality 
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Management Plan contains the detailed recommendations for a nine-county area of 
southwestern Pennsylvania, including Butler County.  Finally, in July 2000, the Act 537 
Sewage Facilities Plan Update for the Cabot and Marwood Areas of Winfield Township 
was submitted to the PADEP.  

The 1970 Study suggested that if the Cabot area of Winfield Township would ever 
require sewer facilities, it should look to a small-scale, local facility.  It was recognized 
that the problem of providing sewer systems to the community was the cost to build and 
maintain the systems.  Recommendations were also made to regulate septic tank 
permitting to be certain that soil conditions would allow continued use of individual on-
lot systems.  As growth occurred, it was suggested that the Township study the feasibility 
of a community sewerage system. 

The 1980 Study suggested an Apparent Best Municipal Sewerage Alternative for various 
areas of nine southwestern Pennsylvania counties.  The best alternative for Winfield 
Township was determined to be an interceptor from the Marwood area, through the Cabot 
area, that ran along Little Buffalo Creek into Buffalo Township.  The interceptor was 
proposed to be constructed between the years of 1986 and 2000.  The interceptor would 
then tie into an interceptor that continued to run along Little Buffalo Creek to a 
wastewater treatment facility.  The interceptor and treatment facility in Buffalo Township 
was proposed to be constructed between the years of 1980 and 1985. 

The 1980 Plan also considered central sewage facilities and included two sewage 
treatment facilities located close to the Cabot and Marwood areas of Winfield Township.  
The Plan suggested this means of disposal due to reported septic tank overflow and 
drainage problems.  The 1980 Plan proposed one treatment plant with a capacity of 
50,000 gpd and a second proposed treatment plant with a capacity of 40,000 gpd. 

The Act 537 Plan Update prepared in 2000 for Winfield Township was never finalized.  
The Plan focused on the Cabot and Marwood areas of the Township.  The plan indicated 
the most cost-effective solutions were a 30,000 gpd tertiary sewage treatment plant and 
conventional gravity sewer servicing the Cabot area and a 13,000 gpd sand mound 
system for the Marwood area that could later be tied into the STP in Cabot.  The PADEP 
did not provide approval indicating the Plan was technically incomplete and did not 
justify surface disposal of treated effluent. 

Winfield Township also had two internal reports prepared by David Venhuizen, P.E. to 
assist in development of the Act 537 Plan Update.  The reports, Overview of Options for 
Management Strategies and Technologies (October 2001) and Options for Structure and 
Function of the Management System (February 2002), described technology alternatives 
and scenarios for management and operation of de-centralized alternative treatment 
systems.  These solutions were emphatically denied by the PADEP as non-implementable 
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as the technology proposed was never proven in the field and was not approved by 
PADEP.   

The Township did finally prepare and implement an Act 537 Plan Update in 2008 that 
provided for public sewage in Cabot, Marwood, and Knox Chapel.  This plan was 
approved and endorsed by PADEP and, furthermore, included connection to the Buffalo 
Township sewer system where treatment of Township-generated wastewater would 
occur. 

The following general demographic and land use conclusions were made in several of the 
planning documents presented above, most notably the 2008 Act 537 Plan Update for the 
Township. 

Population – The 2000 US Census reported a population of 3,585 in Winfield Township.  
The 2010 US Census reported Winfield Township’s population to be 3,535 for a -1.4% 
decline in population for that 10-year period.  

Table 2-1 shows the projected population increases in Winfield Township provided by 
the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC).   

 

Table 2-1. 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission Population Projections 

Year Projected Population 
Population  

Net Change 

2010 3,535  

2015 3,700 165 

2020 3,878 343 

2025 4,096 561 

2030 4,350 815 

 
 
For the purposes of planning in the Act 537 Plan Update, a population growth rate of 2.53 
percent per year was used.  Table 2-2 shows the projected population of Winfield 
Township assuming this growth during a 5, 10, and 20 year planning period starting from 
the year 2010. 
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Table 2-2. 
Population Estimates in Winfield Township 

2.53 % Yearly Growth 

Year Projected Population 
Population 

Net Change 

2010 3,535  

2015 4,005 470 

2020 4,538 1,003 

2025 5,142 1,607 

 

1. Physical Features – The impact of physical features, which includes slope and soil 
conditions, would continue to influence the types and densities of development. 

2. Circulation – Regional highway systems had been a factor in structuring township 
development.  No significant changes are anticipated in the circulation system that 
would cause change in the basic land use pattern. 

3. Housing – Housing was almost exclusively single family residential with low 
density.  This trend is anticipated to continue into the foreseeable future. 

4. Community Facilities – There are five permitted wastewater treatment plants 
located in Winfield Township and three treatment plants located outside the 
Township.  There are also ten existing or proposed small flows treatment facilities 
(SFTFs) in Winfield Township  

5. Regional Influences – Regional development trends had influenced local growth 
in the Township, but to a lesser degree than most forecasts in past planning 
documents had predicted.  No changes in regional impacts were contemplated. 

6. Agriculture – Farming activities would be and must be protected from any 
development that has the potential to conflict with or diminish its physical and 
economic importance. 

7. Residential – Higher density housing will be encouraged only where utilities, 
support facilities and adequate transportation circulation systems are established 
or could be made easily available.  Subdivision developments would be carefully 
evaluated to guarantee the adequacy of water supply and sanitary sewerage 
facilities.  Street systems constructed as part of new developments would be 



 

Section 2
Background Studies

 

 
 

Winfield Township 
Comprehensive Plan Review and Policy Update 
 

 2-5 

 

coordinated with existing public roads.  Land use controls would be enforced to 
encourage and preserve the quality of residential neighborhoods and the safety of 
residents. 

8. All commercial and industrial uses would be limited to suitable districts which 
provide access, necessary utilities and sufficient site areas for off-street parking, 
storage and related amenities.  Commercial and industrial site development would 
be designed to minimize local traffic congestion and safety hazards, and as such 
will be located along major transportation arteries to the extent practicable.  
Integrated business sites would be encouraged as an alternative to single lot 
development. 

9. Circulation Systems – State officials would be encouraged to improve and 
upgrade roads that were under their jurisdiction on a continuing basis.  Priorities 
for projects that were undertaken by PennDOT would be based on the following 
criteria: 

a. Dangerous conditions – elimination of dangerous conditions that had been 
created by deterioration, cartways and alignments that were inadequate to 
accommodate traffic volumes, unsatisfactory traffic control measures and 
other related conditions. 

b. Development demand – the expansion and improvement of highway 
facilities to accommodate increased traffic volumes which resulted, or 
were expected to result from development activities. 

A major responsibility of the Board of Township Supervisors is involvement in 
the maintenance of local streets.  The following priorities are generally 
recommended for the maintenance of the local street system: 

a. A continuation of existing programs that were directed toward the 
maintenance of existing street systems.  Programs would include 
preventive maintenance and prompt response to specific problems which 
arose, as well as ongoing operations, such as seasonal dust control and 
snow removal. 

b. A continuing program of local street improvements must be followed and 
coordinated to meet current and projected community requirements.  This 
would include street widening where appropriate, intersection and related 
safety improvements that become necessary due to increased traffic 
volume, and related upgrading of facilities. 
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c. The establishment of additional private streets to provide access to 
individually owned parcels of property would not be permitted.  Private 
streets are not a maintenance responsibility of the Township, and although 
various legal provisions may be suggested by a developer to guarantee the 
maintenance of private streets, defaults frequently occur. 

10. General – Land use policies would be implemented to encourage orderly growth 
that was in harmony with the long range land use proposals for the Township.  
This process would enable local officials and other responsible entities to provide 
for public utilities and community facilities in an orderly and affordable manner.  

Growth trends throughout the region would be monitored on a continuing basis to 
determine whether or not significant changes were taking place that might affect either 
the rate or the type of development activities that had been projected.   

Appropriate housing and building codes would be enacted to guarantee the long term 
maintenance and safe conditions in all development areas. 

Natural areas, particularly heavily sloped portions of the community which are not 
conducive to intense development, would be protected from exploitation by inappropriate 
uses. 

Projected development patterns would be subject to periodic review and modifications, 
however, significant changes would be made only if they were warranted by changing 
conditions and development concepts.  Development activities would be consistent with 
long range land use proposals and be based on compatibility with existing uses, access, 
and another supporting amenities which were necessary to achieve quality development. 

2.2.1. Butler County Comprehensive Planning 

In both 1970 and 1980, the Butler County Planning Commission (BCPC) completed 
studies that evaluated the current status of growth and development in the different areas 
of Butler County.  The studies were entitled Updating the Butler County Master Plan and 
the County Sewage Disposal and Water Supply Plan and the Comprehensive Plan for 
Butler County, respectively.  Then in 2002, The County of Butler Comprehensive Plan 
was authored and issued by its Planning Department. 

The 2002 Plan was written in conjunction with the 1970 and 1980 studies for land 
development and planning.  The County of Butler Comprehensive Plan categorizes 
Winfield Township as a rural area with a high growth potential.  It is the goal of the 
Comprehensive Plan that future development does not cause suburbanization but instead 
for the Township to remain primarily rural in character.  The County Plan encouraged 
communities without capacity to deal with a diversity of land uses as well as social, 
economic, and infrastructure impacts to develop service agreements with neighboring 
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communities for utility services, as well as to develop model standards for rural zoning 
districts which would accommodate a diversity of typical rural, small business activities 
while still regulating development scale and not segregating uses.  Winfield Township is 
shown to have significant rural and environmental features throughout the Township, 
including one of the few potential Green Space Linkages in Butler County.  This linkage 
is the Buffalo Rails to Trails which passes through the heart of Cabot and Marwood.  
With the completion of the sewer project in 2012, public sanitary facilities are now 
available in the population centers of the Township, namely Cabot, Marwood and Knox 
Chapel. 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

In October 1979, the Comprehensive Water Quality Management Plan was prepared for 
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources, currently The Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), by an independent consultant.  The 
Comprehensive Water Quality Management Plan contains the detailed recommendations 
for public water and sewer facilities for a nine county area of southwestern Pennsylvania, 
including Butler County.   

The Comprehensive Water Quality Management Plan dated October 1979, identified the 
best alternative for Winfield Township as an interceptor from the Marwood area, through 
the Cabot area, that runs along Little Buffalo Creek into Buffalo Township.  Sewage 
treatment service by Buffalo Township for the Cabot and Marwood areas would require 
approximately 3.1 miles of gravity sewer to convey sewage to the 12-inch interceptor line 
in Buffalo Township which conveys sewage to the Buffalo Township Sewage Treatment 
Plant.  This recommendation was echoed in the 2008 Act 537 Plan Update and actually 
implemented to completion in 2012. 

2.3. History of Community  

After creation of Butler County in 1800, several different civil divisions were created in 
the ensuing years.  In 1854 the 33 townships, as they are known today, were created. 

In 1796 Jeremiah Smith, along with his four sons and two daughters, was among the first 
settlers of Winfield Township.  Mostly Irish immigrants and Revolutionary War veterans 
followed in settling in the Township.  Some of these settlers were the Cruikshanks, 
Cyphers, Jones, Fairs, Johnstons, Hazletts and the Kennedys.  In 1806 a saw mill was 
built along Rough Run, a gristmill was built in 1809, and a flour mill was constructed in 
1817. 

From these beginning years, Winfield Township has been a modestly industrialized area.  
Industries, such as grain milling, coal and limestone mining, carbon black manufacturing, 
quarrying sandstone, an old powder mill, and an iron furnace to smelt ore, sprang up 
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throughout the Township.  The mining of limestone became the most common business 
in the area.  F.W. McKee, who owned the largest limestone mine of its kind in the world, 
established one of the only “company towns” in the area, which was named West 
Winfield.   

The “company town” of West Winfield became a booming town.  There was a 
community brass band.  The F.W. McKee Company had a general company store, which 
set up on payday and allowed the employees to deduct their purchases from their 
paycheck.  Other stores also operated.  There was the Hutzler and McCarren store.  
Donaldson's operated a general store and Jacob Schwartz operated a clothing store.  The 
town was divided into two sections, separated by the railroad tracks.  Above the tracks 
lived those of European ancestry, while the recent immigrants lived below the tracks.  
These types of company towns later diminished with the development of modern travel. 

Another small town is that of Cabot.  Cabot was founded in 1806 near a branch of 
Buffalo Creek.  The town was first founded by Frederick Doerr.  The settlement was 
originally called Carbon Black, due to the carbon black manufacturing.  The post office 
was later changed from Carbon Black to Cabot in 1907.  Dr. Godfrey Lowell Cabot, who 
the town was later named for, founded the Cabot Academy, which was the first in the 
area.  He also purchased the Lamp Black Works; and when the natural gas supply 
dwindled so that he could no longer operate profitably, he later left.  The Cabot Lamp 
Black works closed in the 1920s.  Cabot is still an operating population center of the 
Township today. 

Other industries also faded gradually.  Two sandstone quarries, operated by Ford Motor 
Company and Standard Plate Glass Company, located along Little Buffalo Creek south of 
Cabot were closed by 1931. 

The first school to appear in the Township was probably on the Robert Smith farm 
around 1815.  The first teacher in this school was Isaac Lefevre.  The second established 
school was on the Cypher farm.  Other schools that were functioning in the Township at 
one point or another were Denny's Mill, Hesselgesser (Sells), Cabot I, Cabot II, 
McLaughlin (Keasey Road), Center, Gravatt (Star Grill), Freehling (Bicker Road), West 
Winfield I, and West Winfield II.  In 1923, a high school was opened in Cabot, in 1925, 
two years after it opened, the school became known as the Winfield Township High 
School.  Later after completion of Knoch High School, Winfield High School was 
converted to an elementary school as part of the South Butler County School District. 

Winfield Township, with all its growing demands, desires to meet the needs of the future.  
For over two hundred years, since its inception in 1796, this Township has been a part of 
the rich history of Southern Butler County.  This is nonprinting text. 
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3. Physical Environment and Natural Resources 

The influence of physical characteristics on community development is ongoing and 
changes little with time.  Natural features, such as soil composition, prime farmland, 
slope conditions, and waterways, play a predominant role in shaping the types and 
entities of land uses that are established.  The description and mapping of these land 
features and the commentaries of their impacts provided in this section should be 
considered when planning Township growth to meet the goals and objectives of this 
Comprehensive Plan.  Accordingly, this section should be consulted during the 
evaluation and review of all land development proposals. 

3.1. Natural Resources 

3.1.1. Topography 

Topography and soil classifications in the Township indicate generally gentle to 
moderate sloped land.  The presence of numerous creeks and their respective tributaries 
cutting to the south and east adds to the variable topography.  Figure 3-1 provides a 
USGS topographic map of Winfield Township, overlaid with areas that have slopes 
greater than 25 percent.  The Little Buffalo Creek valley has some areas of steep slopes 
between the creek bed and the relatively flat area along the Route 356 corridor.  Figure 
3.7 provides a close view of the topography in the Study Area.  The Township Property 
northwest of Cabot generally contains slopes of less than 5 percent; however, the wood 
fringes along the edge of the property have slopes of 15-20 percent. 

3.1.2. Soil Considerations 

Soil characteristics, as well as topography and slope are important when determining the 
suitability of on-lot sewage disposal systems.  Soils mapping was provided by the Soil 
Survey Geographic Database (SSURGO), which is maintained by the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Soil 
information and cross-check was from the Soil Survey of Butler County Pennsylvania 
published in January 1989 by the USDA – Soil Conservation Service. 

The major soils series located in Winfield Township are Gilpin, Hazleton, and Wharton 
associations, with lesser amounts of Ernest, Cavode, Brinkerton, Buchanan, Clymer, and 
Cookport.  Figure 3.1 shows the types of soils found throughout Winfield Township and 
provides a summary table of the soils found within the Township.   
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The major soils series located in the Cabot area are Buchanan and Hazleton, with lesser 
amounts of Atkins, Tilsit, Wharton, and Urban Land (Arents).  The major soils series 
located in the Marwood area are Hazleton and Gilpin, with lesser amounts of Cavode, 
Atkins, Buchanan, Brinkerton, Clymer, Ernest, and Tilsit.  The soils series map for the 
Service Area and soil summary table is shown on Figure 3.2 

In general, these soil series are gently sloping to moderately steep, moderately deep to 
very deep, and well drained to moderately well drained.  These soils were formed 
predominantly in residual material weathered from siltstones, sandstones, and shales.  
Major limitations of these soils for use as septic tank absorption fields include slope, 
large stones on the soil surface, slow permeability or wetness, and depth to bedrock.  
Overall, the characteristics of the soils that are predominate in the Cabot and Marwood 
areas are such that the suitability for individual on-lot sewage disposal systems is poor, 
especially on lots limited in size or located near surface water. 

The Township owns property on the top of the hill northeast of Cabot.  This area is 
proposed for an expanded community park.  This expanded park may or may not require 
upgraded on-lot facilities for sewage treatment and disposal.  A detailed soils 
investigation was performed by M.N. Gilbert Environmental Consulting & Planning 
Services.  The investigation consisted of ten soil probe investigations on November 6, 
2002 followed by an examination of an additional six soil probes on December 20, 2002.  
On December 17, 2002 representatives of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection (PADEP) visited the site and re-opened several of the initial soil probes to 
verify the reports.   

Figure 3.3 provides the location of the soil probes described in the reports and an 
indication of the soil types on the Township Property.  The soil investigation identified 
Cavode and Wharton silt loams in the open area of the former cropland.  Clymer and 
Cookport loams were found in the transition areas along the wooded fringes of the field.  
Gilpin silt loams and Hazelton channery loams were identified in the wooded area 
bordering the field. 

Hazelton and especially Clymer series soils provide areas that can be well suited for 
effluent disposal.  These soils were identified on the Township property and can be found 
in other areas of Winfield Township near Cabot and Marwood as shown in Figure 3.4, 
however, these soils are generally not accessible for consideration for a subsurface 
disposal area because of their location, private ownership, and presence of buildings or 
other structures on the property. 
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3.1.3. Geology and Bedrock 

A geologic investigation was not performed in conjunction with the Act 537 Plan Update.  
The soil survey for the area indicates moderate to very deep depths to bedrock, in general 
greater than 40 inches.  The bedrock in southeastern Butler County is composed of 
interlaced layers of sandstone and shale.  Bedrock aquifers can yield from 5-60 
gallons/minute depending on prominence of sandstone or shale.  Figure 3.8 provides an 
overview of the general bedrock types and aquifers in Pennsylvania. 

3.2. Water Resources 

3.2.1. Waterways 

Five small waterways and their unnamed tributaries flow across Winfield Township, 
generally draining to the southeast out of the Township ultimately to Buffalo Creek.  
Figure 3.9 shows the five waterways, which include Little Buffalo Creek, Cornplanter 
Run, Rough Run, North Branch Rough Run, and Sarver Run.  Additionally, the 
watershed of Buffalo Creek drains small portions of the Township.  Table 3-1 provides 
the listing of the waterways of interest as posted in Title 25, Chapter 93 of the PA State 
Code.  PADEP defines the “basin” of Buffalo Creek and Little Buffalo Creek to include 
all the named and unnamed tributaries in the watershed; as such all of the watersheds in 
Winfield Township are classified as High Quality-Trout Stocking Fisheries.   

 

Table 3-1 
Chapter 93 Waterways 

Title 25 
Reference Stream Basin County Water Uses 

Protected 
Exceptions to 

Specific Criteria 

93.9u Buffalo Creek Basin, Little Buffalo Run 
to Little Buffalo Creek Butler HQ-TSF None 

93.9u Little Buffalo Creek Basin Butler HQ-TSF None 

 

The water uses and specific water quality criteria are set forth in Title 25 Chapter 93.7 of 
the State Code.  Table 3-2 summarizes the protected uses and specific criteria for the 
protected watersheds in Winfield Township.  Tables 3-3 and 3-4 provide the specific 
regulations for the criteria based on the stream classification. 
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Table 3-2. 
Chapter 93 Protection 

Code Protected Water Uses Specific Criteria

WWF Statewide List DO2 and Temp2 

TSF 
Statewide List Plus Trout 

Stocking 
DO3 and Temp3 

HQ-CWF 
Statewide List Plus High Quality 

Waters and Cold Water Fish 
DO4 and Temp1 

HQ-TSF 
Statewide List Plus High Quality 

Waters and Trout Stocking 
DO1 and Temp3 

 

 

 

Table 3-3. 
Dissolved Oxygen Regulations 

Dissolved 
Oxygen 
Rating 

Regulation – Title 25, Chapter 93.7 

DO1 Minimum daily average 6.0 mg/l; minimum 5.0 mg/l.  

DO2 Minimum daily average 5.0 mg/l; minimum 4.0 mg/l.  

DO3 
For the period February 15 to July 31 of any year, minimum daily average of 6.0 mg/l, 
minimum 5.0 mg/l. For the remainder of the year, minimum daily average of 5.0 mg/l, 
minimum 4.0 mg/l.  

DO4 Minimum 7.0 mg/l. 
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Table 3-4. 
Temperature Regulations 

Period TEMP1 (°F) TEMP2 (°F) TEMP3 (°F) 

January 1-31 38 40 40 

February 1-29 38 40 40 

March 1-31 42 46 46 

April 1-15 48 52 52 

April 16-30 52 58 58 

May 1-15 54 64 64 

May 16-31 58 72 68 

June 1-15 60 80 70 

June 16-30 64 84 72 

July 1-31 66 87 74 

August 1-15 66 87 80 

August 16-30 66 87 87 

September 1-15 64 84 84 

September 16-30 60 78 78 

October 1-15 54 72 72 

October 16-31 50 66 66 

November 1-15 46 58 58 

November 16-30 42 50 50 

December 1-31 40 42 42 

 

3.2.2. Wetlands 

Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) digital mapping for the Freeport, 
Saxonburg, Curtisville, and Worthington quadrangles.  The delineated wetland areas are 
primarily associated with the headwaters of streams and tributaries in the Township.   

The majority of wetlands in the area are classified as PUBZ (Palustrine, Unconsolidated 
Bottom, Intermittently Exposed/Permanent).  There also exist areas classified as PEMY 
(Palustrine, Emergent, Saturated/Semipermanent /Seasonal), PSS1Y (Palustrine, Scrub-
Shrub, Broad-Leaved Deciduous, Saturated/Semipermanent), and PSS1/EMY (Palustrine, 
Scrub-Shrub, Broad-Leaved Deciduous/Emergent, Saturated/Semipermanent). 
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The National Wetlands Inventory provides descriptions of the following wetland features: 

Palustrine - Includes all nontidal wetlands dominated by trees, shrubs, emergent, mosses 
or lichens, and/or exhibiting all of the following characteristics:  less than 20 acres, no 
active bedrock or wave-formed shoreline, have a low water depth no greater than 6.6 feet, 
and have an ocean derived salinity less than 0.5 ppt. 

Unconsolidated Bottom – Includes all wetlands and deepwater habitats with at least 25 
percent cover of particles smaller than stones (less than 6-7 cm), and a vegetative cover 
less than 30 percent.  Water regimes are restricted to the following:  subtidal, permanent-
tidal, semi-permanent-tidal, permanently flooded, intermittently flooded, and semi 
permanently flooded. 

Emergent – Characterized by erect, rooted, herbaceous hydrophytes, excluding mosses 
and lichens.  This vegetation is present for most of the growing season in most years.  
These wetlands are usually dominated by perennial plants.  All water regimes are 
included except subtidal and irregularly exposed. 

Scrub-Shrub – Includes areas dominated by woody vegetation less than 20 feet tall.  The 
species include true shrubs, young trees, and trees of shrubs that are small or stunted 
because of environmental conditions.  All water regimes except subtidal are included. 

Based on the NWI mapping, wetland areas should not pose restriction to future sanitary 
sewer facilities in the Township and in general should not restrict on-lot systems 
throughout the Township.  Land development following installation of the sanitary 
sewage facilities should not be significantly restricted by the presence of wetland areas. 

3.2.3. Flooding 

The Office of Remote Sensing for Earth Resources at Penn State University has created 
flood plain mapping for use in permitting of water obstruction and encroachment permits.  
The mapping was developed from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Flood Insurance and Rate Map (FIRM) in 1996.  The flood plain zones represented in 
Figure 3.9 shows areas designated as Zone A.  Zone A is a Special Flood Hazard Area 
(SFHA) defined as an area of land that would be inundated by a flood having a one-
percent chance of occurring in any given year (also referred to as the base or 100-year 
flood).  The SFHA was determined by approximate methods; no base flood elevations are 
shown.   

SFHA are indicated along Little Buffalo Creek, Rough Run, and Sarver Run.  In general 
the flood plains extend less than 200 feet from the centerline of the streams.  The location 
of any sewage conveyance or treatment facility constructed to provide sewage disposal 
service must be located outside of the SFHA as delineated by FEMA, or be protected so 
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that during such a catastrophic event, damage will not occur to the sewage treatment 
facility.. 

3.3. Agriculture 

Prime Agricultural Areas and Agricultural Security Areas are designated throughout 
Winfield Township and are shown in Figures 3.5 and 3.6.  Both agricultural areas were 
compiled and prepared by the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission for use in GIS 
mapping.  The extent of these agricultural lands provides some indication as to the rural 
setting of Winfield Township and the amount of cleared land for agricultural purposes.  
The Township owned property near Cabot is located in an area partially classified as a 
Prime Agricultural Area.  This classification should not affect sewage facility planning as 
the land is not currently used for active agriculture and has not been for at least the past 
five years. 

3.4. Natural Heritage  

The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy completed a Natural Heritage Inventory report 
for Butler County in October 2011.  The inventory was developed to identify sites within 
the county that have significant or unique natural characteristics which should be 
considered for land use planning.  These significant sites are classified as Natural Areas, 
Biological Diversity and Ecosystem Conservation Areas (BDA), and Landscape 
Conservation, Scientific and Educational Areas.  Within Winfield Township five Natural 
Heritage sites were identified in the report, including: 

 Cornplanter Run BDA:  Classified with notable significance, Cornplanter Run 
provides habitat for a sensitive species of concern.  Two roads cross this BDA.  
Runoff from dirt and gravel roads in close proximity to waterways can contribute 
to physical degradation of their channels and erosion and sediment pollution in 
streams and rivers.  Riparian buffers along the stream are mostly intact, although 
there is one unbuffered agricultural area in the stream’s headwaters, and a 
residential development upstream of the Core Habitat.  There is potential for non-
point source pollution from agricultural and residential areas, although at this time 
no part of the watershed is considered impaired by DEP.  The conservation 
recommends remaining forest cover in the immediate watershed surrounding 
Cornplanter Run should be left intact to provide a buffer against non-point source 
pollutants such as sediments and chemicals.  Further residential development 
within the riparian buffers should not occur. 

 Little Buffalo Creek at Lernerville BDA  -- Classified with notable significance.  
This BDA is a highly disturbed young forest, and the site of a former quarrying 
operation.  The open conditions here provide habitat for American columbo 
(Swertia caroliniensis), a Pennsylvania Endangered plant.  The Conservation 
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recommends the canopy should be kept open by periodically thinning the forest.  
Invasive species should be controlled. 

 Long Run Mine BDA is classified with high significance.  The site is centered on 
the forested valleys of Buffalo Creek and Long Run.  An abandoned mine shaft 
now provides habitat for two sensitive species of concern.  Abandoned mines 
mimic the natural cave habitats that the species typically use.  The riparian forests 
near the mine provide critical foraging habitat for these species, and others using 
the mine.   

Another species of concern depends on the streams and riparian forest here.  The 
forests at this site, particularly the lower, moister parts, support the West Virginia 
white (Pieris virginiensis), a butterfly species of concern.  Caterpillars of this 
species eat toothworts (Cardamine spp.), and adults nectar on a variety of spring 
wildflowers.  This species ranged throughout the northern and central 
Appalachians, but has been declining and is now considered globally Vulnerable.  
In Pennsylvania it occurs in the northern and western counties and is considered 
Imperiled.   

The Conservation recommends maintaining the existing forests, replanting the 
cleared areas with trees, especially along riparian corridors, and continuing to gate 
the mine entrance and protect this site from trespassing and vandalism.   

In the upstream watershed, timbering, road development, gas drilling or other 
construction activities should be kept well away from riparian corridors in order 
to avoid degrading important aquatic and streamside habitat within the tributaries 
flowing into the Buffalo and Little Buffalo Creeks.  Land use within the 
watershed has so far been compatible with maintaining the high-quality 
conditions within this site, but the anticipated upswing in gas development could 
pose a challenge to maintaining water quality.  Any planning of future 
development within the watershed should seek to avoid potential impacts to both 
the physical character and water quality of Buffalo and Little Buffalo Creeks.  

New development such as housing roads, and power lines should be concentrated 
in areas that have already been disturbed.  White-tailed deer should be kept to a 
low density to avoid degradation of the forest’s diversity. 

 Rough Run BDA:  An area of notable significance.  Rough Run provides habitat 
for a sensitive species of concern.  This population lives in very close proximity 
to industrial and residential developments, and roads run close to the stream 
throughout the Core Habitat.  These land uses pose risks to the water quality, the 
quality of the habitat along the stream, and the quality of the habitat where the 
species hibernates. 
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This species is dependent on water quality.  Runoff from dirt and gravel roads in 
close proximity to waterways can contribute to physical degradation of their 
channels and erosion and sediment pollution in streams and rivers.  Some of the 
streamside habitat has been converted to pavement and lawns, which expose this 
species of concern to direct impacts of vehicle traffic, foot traffic, and yard 
maintenance.  Further development of residential areas, industrial areas, or roads 
within the Core Habitat would threaten this species.   

The Conservation recommends maintaining suitable aquatic and riparian 
(streamside) habitat which will be key to the continued success of this species.  In 
residential areas within the Core Habitat, vegetated buffers should be established 
between lawns and the stream.  Shrubs should be allowed to grow in this buffer, 
but dense tree cover (including the conifers that are planted along parts of the 
streambank) does not provide optimal habitat.  Expansion of industrial habitat, 
increased residential development, or widening of roads within the Core Habitat 
should be avoided. 

In the upstream watershed, timbering, road development, gas drilling, or other 
construction activities should be kept well away from riparian corridors in order 
to avoid degrading the water quality of Rough Run. 

These natural heritage areas should be considered when planning for future land uses 
including development, logging, agricultural, and infrastructure routing.  Development in 
or adjacent to these natural areas can result in their demise due to clearing of land, storm 
water runoff, water quality degradation, erosion and sedimentation, groundwater 
withdrawal, and other impacts.  Protection of these areas can include maintenance of a 
forested buffer, restricting land use in close proximity to floodplains or waterways, 
minimizing changes to these areas through damming, mining, or other uses, and 
minimizing activities which can result in accelerated soil erosion or sedimentation. 

3.5. Buffalo Creek Watershed 

Buffalo Creek is the largest tributary on the west side of the Allegheny River between 
Franklin (French Creek) and the Ohio.  The watershed (Figure 3-11) drains 171 square 
miles of eastern Butler, western Armstrong, and northern Allegheny Counties in western 
Pennsylvania.  From its headwaters in Butler County the stream flows 34.4 miles to the 
Allegheny River at Freeport, Armstrong County.  Winfield Township is the only 
municipality that is 100% within the watershed of Buffalo Creek. 

Since the earliest period of English settlement, the “Buffalo Country” has been 
recognized as a unique area.  In 1889 W.E. Clyde Todd, later to become an 
internationally renowned ornithologist, made his first visit to the Buffalo Creek valley. 
What he found in the rugged topography was a relict of the primeval Pennsylvania 
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forests.  Hidden in the valleys of Armstrong and Butler Counties were stands of massive 
northern conifers and hardwoods, dominated by Eastern Hemlock and White Pine. 

Much has changed.  The uplands are much less intensively farmed now.  Second growth 
woodlands, scattered residences, and subdivisions occupy what was once an agricultural 
landscape.  The virgin stands of hemlock and pines are gone.  But what is remarkable is 
how much has remained.  Because of its rugged topography, the land still bears a heavy 
mantle of trees.  When seen on a large-scale map, it is one of the closest green islands to 
Pittsburgh and its sprawling suburbs. 

3.5.1. Geology of Buffalo Creek Watershed 

The Buffalo Creek Watershed lies within the Pittsburgh Low Plateau Section of the 
Allegheny Plateau Region (Hughes 1933).  The Pittsburgh Low Plateau is considered a 
true plateau and is primarily composed of clastic shale bedrock and speckled with highly 
variable regions of sandstone, siltstone, coal and limestone. 

The economically important limestone and coal outcrops in the watershed are associated 
with the Kellersburg Syncline.  This structure extends across the watershed from 
southeast of Saxonburg to north of Cowansville.  The Vanport Limestone outcrops from 
West Winfield and northward, and is often exposed in thick beds at the elevation of 
Buffalo Creek.  Extensive underground and surface mining operations have been carried 
out all along the axis of the Kellersburg Anticline for the Vanport Limestone (Armstrong 
Conservation District 2006).  The principal coal seams within the watershed include the 
Upper and Lower Freeport coals, and the Upper Middle and Lower Kittanning coals.  
These coals are strip mined in the upper portions of the watershed, and extensive deep 
mines formerly operated in the vicinity of Freeport. 

Underground mining of the Vanport limestone is presently conducted by M&M Minerals 
in Worthington and Winfield Lime and Stone Company in West Winfield.  Products of 
these operations include crushed stone, agricultural lime, and cement.  Substantial areas 
are permitted for future surface mining of limestone in the Worthington area.  Butler 
County is the second largest producer of lime in Pennsylvania (Miller 1995).  A number 
of abandoned underground limestone mines occur in the upper portions of the watershed, 
generally from West Winfield and north.  Several of these abandoned mines have been 
put to adaptive reuse by several industries.  One of these mines is now used for 
mushroom production by Creekside Mushrooms southwest of Worthington.  Another 
located at West Winfield is used for underground document storage. 

The following are historical descriptions of Winfield Township and the iron industry that 
existed in Winfield Township taken from the 1883 History of Butler County (Waterman, 
Watkins, and Co. 1883): 
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Description of Winfield Township:  It would be difficult to find more picturesque bits of rural 

landscapes than can be seen along Rough Run, a stream 

which crosses the northern part of this township and flows 

eastward into Armstrong County.  The valley of this water 

course is deeply graven, and its rocky banks rise abruptly, 

culminating in hilltops back of which stretch tracts of level 

country….The silvery stream, encompassed by bluffs which 

seem to attain almost to the dimensions of mountains, threads 

its winding way around rocky barriers and dashes over its 

stony bed with musical murmur, or glides noiselessly in 

smooth shallows.  Close to you a wild ravine from the 

southward comes down and merges itself with the deeper valley of the creek. 

Description of iron industry:  A furnace, long known as Winfield Furnace, for the 

manufacture of iron from native ore, was established in 1847 by William Spear.  The ruins 

of it are still standing on Rough Run, near the eastern line of the township (Winfield 

Township). It was a charcoal furnace, and consisted of a stone stack thirty-three feet high 

and about twenty feet square at the base. Abundance of ore and limestone are found in 

the immediate vicinity.  Spear carried on the business eight or ten years. Then it was 

conducted by the Winfield Coal and Iron Company, and later, by William Stewart.  The 

furnace went out of blast about 1864.  When doing its best, it produced twenty-five to forty 

tons of iron per week.  The work was first started with a blast generated by water power, 

but this not being a success, steam was introduced and used. 

 

 

Buffalo Creek near Winfield Junction 
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4. Population Characteristics and Trends 

Accurate population forecasts are extremely difficult to develop because of the variety of 
factors that influence the rate of growth or decline.  It is even more difficult to determine 
future population figures for small political subdivisions since population levels are 
subject to influence from both internal and external forces that are often impossible to 
equate to local conditions.  The scope of such influences is broad, and can range from the 
extension of a local utility system to conversions of international caliber, such as 
economic upheavals or the outbreak of war.  All demographic processes, including more 
current procedures which utilize computer techniques are subject to these same 
shortcomings.  Although the computer allows for the introduction and computation of a 
vast amount of data, the input material is still subject to uncertainties and evolving events 
that have historically limited the accuracy of forecasting. 

In spite of the difficulties inherent in the forecasting process, an indication of population 
levels is important as a planning factor in determining the probable types of growth that 
will take place, and the location of land use activities that will require municipal services.  
The following Winfield Township information has been compiled and compared with 
local and state-wide data to provide Winfield Township with an updated basis for making 
planning and policy decisions.   

4.1. Population Trends 

4.1.1. Historic Population Description 

The Cabot and Marwood areas contain the highest population density in the Township.  
This area is a mixture of residential/agricultural, manufacturing, and commercial 
property.  Residential/agricultural districts are primarily single-family and farming areas 
with customary accessory and secondary uses and small businesses.  Commercial districts 
are primarily economically viable areas providing commercial and service activities 
oriented to the Township and surrounding areas served by major highway systems.  
Manufacturing districts are primarily for manufacturing, processing, fabrication and 
assembling of products and materials, warehousing and storage, and transportation 
facilities.   

4.1.2. Current Population and Density 

Table 4-1 shows the projected population increases in Winfield Township based on the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission’s projected figures.  
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For the purposes of this Plan, a population growth rate of 2.53 percent per year will be 
used.  The table below shows the projected population of Winfield Township assuming 
this growth during a 5, 10, and 20 year planning period starting from the year 2010.  This 
is shown below in Table 4-1. 

Table 4-1 
Population Estimates in Winfield Township 

2.53 % Yearly Growth 

Year Projected Population 
Population 

Net Change 

2010 3,535  

2015 4,005 470 

2020 4,538 1,003 

2030 5,826 2,291 

 

 

The Center for Rural Pennsylvania (a legislative agency of the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly) has defined rural communities as those having less than 274 persons per 
square mile.  Based on Winfield Township’s land area of 24.4 square miles, the average 
population density in the Township has decreased from 146.93 persons per square mile in 
2000 to 144.88 persons per square mile in 2010.  This population density is indicative of 
the generally rural nature of the Township.   

Table 4-2 summarizes the population density and classification of Winfield Township 
and surrounding municipalities presented by the Center for Rural Pennsylvania.  On 
average, Butler County and the surrounding municipalities can be classified as rural 
communities.  
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Table 4-2 
Population and Community Classification 

(Center for Rural Pennsylvania Data) 
Municipality 2010 Population Classification 

Winfield Township 3,535 Rural 

Clinton Township 2,864 Rural 

Jefferson Township 5,504 Rural 

Summit Township 4,884 Rural 

Buffalo Township 5,257 Rural 

Clearfield Township 2,645 Rural 

Butler County 183,862 Rural 

 

 

4.1.3. Current Population Trends 

Population trends can be made using U.S. Census data and assuming that historic average 
annual growth patterns will continue into the future.  Based on the data presented in 
Table 4-1, Winfield Township’s population increased by 13% between 1990 and 2000.  
However, the Township’s population declined 1.4% between 2000 and 2010 according to 
the data from the 2010 U.S. Census. 

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) also provides population projections 
for the municipalities within its area.  The SPC projection utilizes previous growth data, 
but also adjusts for other factors such as the economy and local development.  Table 4-3 
presents the SPC population projections to 2030 based on the SPC Cycle 7 Baseline 
Forecast. 
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Table 4-3 
Winfield Township Population Projections 

Based on the SPC Cycle 7 Baseline forecast 
Census Year SPC % Change 

2010 3,535  
2015 3,700 4.7% 
2020 3,878 4.8% 
2025 4,096 5.6% 
2030 4,350 6.2% 
2035 4.611 6.0% 
2040 4,868 5.6% 

Cumulative Annual Growth 37.7% 5.48% 
 

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission and other population projections were made 
without the existence of larger subdivisions and developments within Winfield 
Township.  Population forecasts are greatly dependent on understanding development 
and its build-out, especially in rural areas where a single residential development can 
greatly impact population trends.   

Table 4-3 presents a population forecast for Winfield Township which reflects the 
general population projection by SPC.   

4.2. Population Movements 

In the Southwestern Pennsylvania Region, there has not been a significant increase in 
immigration.  While some other regions of the country have experienced significant 
population growth associated with immigration, Butler County and Winfield Township 
have not.  The steel industry attracted immigrants in the 18th and 19th century to 
Southwestern Pennsylvania, however, the 2000 Census figures reported that the 
percentage of the region’s residents born outside of the United Station was only 2.5% 
with 1% arriving after 1990.  This is much lower than the United States average of 4.7% 
immigrants arriving between 1990 and 2000. 

4.3. Socio-Economic Review 

Beyond population estimates and trends a community can be described by the socio-
economic make-up of its residents.  The U.S. Census tabulates socio-economic data for 
municipalities and has been referenced here for Winfield Township.  Table 4-5 provides a 
comparison of demographics in Winfield Township from the 2000 and 2010 census.   
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Table 4-5 
Demographics – Age and Sex  

 2000 2010 % Change 
 

 Number Number Percent 

Total population 3,585 3,535 100 -1.4% 
     
SEX      
Male 1,752 1,691 47.8 -3.61% 
Female 1,833 1,844 52.2 0.6% 
     
 AGE     
Under 5 years 232 151 4.3 -34.9% 
5 to 9 years 262 192 5.4 -26.7% 
10 to 14 years 265 226 6.4 -14.7% 
15 to 19 years 213 221 6.3 7.1% 
20 to 24 years 142 147 4.2 6.7% 
25 to 29 years 154 136 

3.75 
-11.7% 

30 to 34 years 235 132 -43.8% 
35 to 39 years 289 209 

6.35 
-27.7% 

40 to 44 years 353 242 -31.4% 
45 to 49 years 271 283 

8.55 
4.4% 

50 to 54 years 217 322 48.4% 
55 to 59 years 173 280 7.9 61.8% 
60 to 61 years 64 94 

5.7 
46.9% 

62 to 64 years 78 107 37.2% 
65 to 69 years 122 143 

7.1 
17.2% 

70to 74 years 134 131 -2.2% 
75 to 79 years 149 119 

3.95 
-20.1% 

80 to 84 years 128 159 24.2% 
Over 84 years 104 241 6.8 131.7% 
 

The median age in Winfield Township was 47.0 years during the 2010 U.S. Census.  This 
is reflective of the census data which shows the Township’s population has the largest 
increase in those groups over 45 years of age.  Also, a decrease in residents age 25- 44 
was seen from 2000 to 2010.  Table 4-6 presents further evidence of the increasing age of 
the residents in Winfield Township.  In 2000, the population of residents under the age of 
34 was slightly lower than those over 35 years of age.  However, by the year 2010 the 
population in the Township over 35 had increased 37% and now is greater than the 
younger age groups. 
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Table 4-6 
Demographic Trends Based on Age 

Age Group 2000 Census 2010 Census Percent Change 

Under 15 759 569 -25.0% 

15 to 64 2,189 2,173 -0.7% 

Over 64 637 793 24.5% 

 

Table 4-7 summarizes the 2010 Census’s representation of racial demographics in 
Winfield Township.  Not unlike Butler County and surrounding municipalities the 
majority of the population in Winfield Township is white or of Caucasian decent. 

Table 4-7 
Demographics - Race 

Race 2010 Census Percent 

White 3,497 98.9 

Black or African American 9 0.3 

American Indian and Alaska Native 3 0.1 

Asian 7 0.2 

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 1 0.0 

Some other race 5 0.1 

Two or more races 13 0.4 

 

The majority (60%) of residents in Winfield Township are married according to the 2010 
Census.  Table 4-8 presents the census data on marital status in the Township. 

 
Race 2010 Census 

Population 15 years and Over 2,879 

Percent Never Married 20% 

 Percent Married 59.7% 

Percent Separated or Divorced 7.7% 

Percent Widowed 12.6% 
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The 2010 Census also provides educational attainment statistics for Winfield Township, 
which are summarized in Table 4-9.  In Winfield Township, 91% of the population 
graduated from high school or higher.  This percentage is slightly lower than Butler 
County as a whole (92.2%), but higher than the State percentage (87.9%).  The 
percentage of Winfield Township residents with a bachelor’s degree or higher (13.8%) is 
lower than both Butler County (29.3%) and Pennsylvania (26.7%).  

Table 4-9 
Demographics – Education 

Education 2010 Census Percent 

Population 25 years and over 2,466 100.0% 

No High School diploma  9% 

High school graduate (includes 
equivalency) 

 51.5% 

Some college, no degree  16.5% 

Associate degree  9.1% 

Bachelor's degree or higher  13.8% 
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5. Housing Characteristics and Trends 

Winfield Township must not only plan for housing their current residents but also to meet 
housing needs for future growth.  Housing needs can be attained through conserving or 
rehabilitating existing housing and accommodating for new housing.  Currently both 
means are being utilized in Winfield Township to meet the housing needs of current and 
new residents.  The 2002 Butler County Comprehensive Plan also discusses these 
strategies for maintaining and meeting housing needs.  Winfield Township does not have 
the resources or need to actively participate in the construction or rehabilitation of 
housing.  There are not concentrated areas of blighted housing in the Township which 
require government action to renovate or rebuild.  When a home or property becomes a 
concern due to health or public safety, the Township works with the property owner and 
the appropriate building code enforcement personnel to remedy the situation on an 
individual basis.  Winfield Township does and will continue to support housing growth in 
the community provided the housing is approved through appropriate action or permit by 
the Planning Commission, Township Supervisors, Building Code Official, and other 
agencies having jurisdiction.     

Table 5-1 summarizes and compares housing information from the 2000 and 2010 
censuses for Winfield Township.  The total number of housing units increased 6.99 
percent during the 10-year period, while the number of households increased 5.69 
percent.   

Table 5-1 
Housing Units 

 2000 Census 2010 Percent Change 

Total Housing Units 1,381 1,478 6.99 

Total Households 1,335 1,411 5.69 

Persons/Household 2.63 2.21 -15.9 

 

Despite the increase in housing units and households the number of persons per 
household has declined in the Township to 2.21 persons per household.  This is lower 
than the statewide average of 2.45 persons per household, but the decrease is still a 
significant change.  It can be difficult to determine a single reason for a decline in this 
number; however it could be attributed to the following conditions: 
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 New housing which attracts younger, 2-person families. 

 Varying marital patterns, such as a high divorce or separation rate. 

 Aging population with “children” moving from the household or a member of the 
household died. 

Based on the demographic conditions in the Township, the decrease in the number of 
persons per household is most likely attributed to the aging of the population in Winfield. 
However, the build out of subdivisions will also impact the average household size in the 
Township as these new homes are generally marketed and constructed for smaller, two 
income families. 

Table 5-2 summarizes the types of housing units in Winfield Township.  This data from 
the 2010 Census indicates the majority of houses in the Township are single family 
residences or mobile homes.  This is not uncommon for the rural and agricultural make-
up of the Township.  Future subdivisions may increase the number of multi-unit 
structures with the introduction of attached town homes, duplex units, or patio-type 
homes. 

Housing age in Winfield Township is shown in Table 5-3.  Home construction during 
each ten year period is fairly consistent with a similar percentage of homes in each age 
category.  The period from 1990-1999 has the highest number of homes constructed in 
the Township.   
 

 

Table 5-2 
Housing Types 

Housing Type 2010 Census Percent 

Total housing units 1,478 100 

Total Occupied 1,411 95.5 

1-unit, detached 1,035 70.0% 

1-unit attached 0 0% 

2-9 Units 0 0% 

10+ units 263 17.8% 

Mobile Home & 
other Types of Units 

180 12.2% 
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The growth in housing units equates to approximately 7.6 or 18.6 new homes per year 
depending on the data uses.  This indication of housing growth is a fair estimate based on 
the 10-15 building permits issued by the Township each year for new construction and 
renovation work.  Based on the census data and knowledge of the Township, prior to the 
year 2010, new home construction in Winfield Township was generally individual single 
family homes constructed on single lots or in minor subdivisions.   

 

Table 5-3 
Housing Age 

Year Constructed 2010 Census Percent 

Total housing units 1,478 100% 

Built 2005 or later 61 4.1 

Built 2000 to 2004 178 12.0 

Built 1990-1999 334 22.6 

Built 1980-1989 137 9.3 

Built 1970-1979 210 14.2 

Built 1960-1969 133 9.0 

Built 1950-1959 150 10.1 

Built 1940-1949 24 1.6 

Built 1939 or earlier 251 17 

 

95.4% of the available housing in Winfield Township was occupied during the 2010 
census.  The remaining 4.6% of homes are unoccupied.  The total unoccupied housing 
percentage is less than the County average of 6.8%. 

Of the occupied housing in the Township 75.5% is owner-occupied housing, which is 
lower than the County average of 75.8%.  This owner-occupied percentage is supported 
by the data in Table 5-2, which indicates the majority of homes in the Township are 
single family residences and not multi-family units which can indicate rental type 
properties where the unit is not owner occupied. 
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6. Public, Semi-Public, and Community Service 
and Utility Facilities 

Previous County and agency planning recommendations for community facilities, 
utilities, and related services were focused on cooperative programs to meet the needs 
created by development.  No real infrastructure expansions took place in Winfield 
Township until the sewer project completed in 2012.  The Township did purchase 
property and construct a new municipal building and community park over the past 
decade and a half, while also upgrading road conditions and maintenance as well as 
community service functions.  The extent to which services and facilities can be 
expanded is limited by the economic feasibility which is dictated by growth and the local 
economic climate.  The basic proposals outlined in the 1988 plan are valid in terms of the 
types of services that will eventually be needed, but detailed proposals can only be 
formulated on the basis of demonstrated need.  

Figure 6-1 shows the locations of some of the public facilities described in this section. 

6.1. Public Safety 

Winfield Township has a Volunteer Fire Company located at 200 Brose Road, Cabot, 
PA.  This volunteer fire station is supported by community donations, township stipends, 
and fund raising activities.  It provides fire protection for the residents of Winfield 
Township and also assists neighboring communities during their times of emergency 
response needs. 

Police protection in the Township is provided by the Pennsylvania State Police.  Other 
local police forces, such as the Saxonburg Police Department and Buffalo Township 
Police Department may provide emergency response/aid in Winfield Township at the 
request of the State Police.  A dedicated Police Department is not anticipated for the 
Township but as the Township grows, it may be worth considering a special agreement 
with Buffalo Township for dedicated police protection and regular patrols. 

Ambulance and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) are provided to Winfield Township 
by several entities based outside the Township, including Butler Memorial Hospital; 
Alle-Kiski Medical Center; ACMH Hospital; UPMC South Side and UPMC Presbyterian 
Shadyside.  Ambulance service is primarily provided by Saxonburg Ambulance. 
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6.2. Utilities.  

6.2.1. Cable TV and Internet 

Cable television and broadband internet services can be obtained from Armstrong Cable 
and Consolidated Communications.  Service is not available to all township residents but 
Armstrong and Consolidated cover the majority of the Township with service.     

To improve access to television and internet expansion of the cable lines in the Township 
would be necessary and desirable. 

6.2.2. Telephone  

Telephone lines and service in Winfield Township and Butler County in general are 
owned and maintained by Embarq (formerly Sprint).  The local office is located at 218 
South Washington Street in Butler PA 16001 and their contact number is 800-829-8009.  
Phone service is available throughout the Township to current residents. 

6.2.3. Electric 

Power transmission lines in Winfield Township are operated and maintained by West 
Penn Power, although people do have the options to choose their own provider.  West 
Penn Power’s local office is located in Cranberry Township and can be reached by phone 
at 800-720-3600.   

Electric service is provided throughout the Township and is not known to be an 
encumbrance to development. 

6.2.4. Gas 

Natural gas service in Winfield Township is provided by Peoples Natural Gas although 
people do have the option to choose their own provider.  

6.2.5. Water 

All water in Winfield Township is provided through private wells, except for one home 
located on Heck Road serviced by the Municipal Authority of Buffalo Township.  It is 
hoped that sometime in the future public water lines can be extended by the Municipal 
Authority of the Township of Buffalo to serve high density areas of the Township such as 
the Cabot, Marwood, and Knox Chapel areas.  Pennsylvania American Water would also 
be an option for future service as they recently purchased the Saxonburg water system.  
The availability of reliable and safe public drinking water is imperative to future growth 
and development within the Township as many residents feel that public drinking water 
is something that is needed throughout the Township. 
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6.2.6. Wastewater 

Present sewage service for a portion of Winfield Township is provided by Municipal 
Authority of the Township of Buffalo, as well as individually owned on-lot sewage 
systems.  These on-lot systems include septic systems, small flow treatment facilities, and 
sand mound systems.  There also is a mobile home park in the Sarver area served by a 
private sewer system and package treatment plant.  However, the main higher density 
population centers of Cabot, Marwood, and Knox Chapel are served by public sewers.  

.  

Table 6-2 
U.S. Census Bureau 

Sewer Information for Winfield Township - 1990 
Type of Sewer 1990 Census Percent 

Total housing units 1,141 100% 

Public System 16 1.4% 

Septic or Cesspool 1,099 96.3% 

Other 26 2.3% 

 

6.3. Education 

Winfield Township is part of the South Butler County School District located in 
southeastern Butler County, PA.  The South Butler County School District serves 
students in the townships of Clinton, Jefferson, Penn and Winfield, along with Saxonburg 
Borough in Southern Butler County.  Four schools make up the school district - Knoch 
High School (9-12), Knoch Middle School (6-8), South Butler Intermediate Elementary 
School (4-5) and South Butler Primary School (K-3).  These buildings house approximate 
2,850 students of the community and employs 279 people: 16 administrative / 
management personnel, 183 teachers, and 80 support staff.  This is a public school 
system with taxes of 93.275 mills and District budget of $32,989,316.00 for the 2012-
2013 school year.   

South Butler County is home to approximately 20,000 residents who enjoy 100 square 
miles of rural living.  The close proximity to suburban areas such as Butler (15 minutes) 
and Pittsburgh (40 minutes) give residents a “best of both worlds” to live, work and raise 
their families.  Major highways and interstates such as PA Routes 8, 28, 356 and 228, US 
Route 422 and Interstates 76 and 79 provide convenient travel access. 
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The school district’s website is http://www.southbutler.org.  At the time of this report, Dr. 
Dale Lumley is the Superintendent of the school district and the school board meets bi-
monthly.  

There are no post-secondary schools, technical institutes or training centers located in 
Winfield Township.  There are education facilities available in close proximity to the 
Township in areas including Butler, Cranberry Township, and the Allegheny Valley. 

6.4. Recreational Areas 

6.4.1. Parks 

The Butler Freeport Community Trail and the Winfield Township Community Park are 
important recreational resources in Winfield Township.  Winfield Township supports 
Butler County Parks and Recreations Department and does not foresee the need for their 
own parks and recreation department within the next 20 years, although they do have an 
active Parks Board.  The Butler County Parks and Recreations Department provides and 
maintains many facilities, activities, and classes for the residents of Butler County.  The 
County has the Alameda Pool, the Kid’s Zone Playground, and Butler County Parks.  
There are shelters in the Butler County Parks that can be rented for private parties.  Some 
of the activities which are organized for the County include the Annual Alameda Fall 
Fest, Fishing Tournament and Car Cruise, Mopars in the Park, and Free Family Summer 
Concerts.  Numerous other organized recreational activities are offered throughout the 
County including kid camps, sports, swim lessons, boater safety courses, scuba 
certification, family fishing outings, dog activities, and adventure trips around the 
country.   

Although no public fishing or hunting areas are available in Winfield Township there are 
numerous private locations for residents to pursue these and other recreational uses of the 
land and waterways in the Township. 

Winfield Township also supports the local Little League and soccer league sponsored 
thru the South Butler County School District.  Most playing fields are located in Jefferson 
Township.  While Winfield Township does have a community park complete with a 
picnic pavilion and playground, it does aspire to expand the park behind the present 
Township facilities. 

6.4.2. Libraries  

There are no public libraries located in Winfield Township, however these facilities are 
available locally in Saxonburg, Butler Township, and other communities as follows: 

 Saxonburg Area Public Library in Saxonburg, PA 
 Butler County Community College, John A. Beck Jr. Library in Butler, PA 
 Butler Area Public Library in Butler PA. 
 Grove City Public Library in Grove City, PA 
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 North Trails Public Library and Bookmobile Office in West Sunbury, PA 
 Chicora Community Library in Chicora, PA 
 Slippery Rock Public Library in Slippery Rock, PA 
 Slippery Rock University, Slippery Rock – Bailey Library in Slippery Rock, PA 

The majority of these libraries have computers with internet access and word processing 
capabilities, interlibrary loan, and online periodicals and database access free for the 
public.  A library card is required for loan of materials and some materials, such as 
DVDs, can be taken out for a small fee.  In addition, some of the libraries have free 
meeting rooms, power library, book discussion groups, story hours, programs for children 
and adults, tax service, and dog license sales.   

Winfield Township supports the Saxonburg Public Library and several residents of the 
Township are active members of the Library Board and Committees.  These residents 
have provided countless hours of their time to improve the services offered by the library 
to area residents. 

6.4.3. Senior Centers 

Winfield Township does not operate a public senior center with day activities.  However, 
a local senior citizens group meets once a week at the Winfield Volunteer Fire Hall.  
Other services are provided to the Township residents through private centers operated by 
religious and non-profit organizations, but are located outside of the Township.  A Butler 
County Senior Center operated by the Lutheran Services Society is located at the 
American Legion Hall in Evans City.   

Concordia Visiting Nurses is located at 613 North Pike Road in Jefferson Township and 
provides adult day services, home and community services as well as other health and 
social related services.  Also located in Jefferson Township is Concordia Lutheran Health 
and Human Care, 134 Marwood Road, which provides patients with skilled nursing care 
as well as private or shared living accommodations. 

6.4.4. Shopping Centers 

There are no shopping centers, major grocery stores, or other commercial plazas located 
in Winfield Township.  There are several small stores/home business located in the 
Township which provide limited services, however residents generally travel to outside 
Winfield for these services.   

Winfield Township residents rely on shopping centers located in adjacent communities to 
purchase groceries, clothing, and other goods.  There is a shopping plaza on Route 356 in 
Buffalo Township as well as numerous stores and malls in Butler Township and the City 
of Butler, all within a 30 minute drive of Winfield Township. 
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6.5. Cemeteries 

Located in Winfield Township are four cemeteries:  Fisk Cemetery, Zion Cemetery, 
Cabot Cemetery and Old Wooden Cross Cemetery.  
The Old Wooden Cross Cemetery is the gravesite of 
the 1918 influenza victims.  These 1918 influenza 
victims were recent immigrants to West Winfield 
working in the various manufacturing and mining 
industries that were there at that time.  They 

succumbed to the flu and died without church, organization or family affiliations that 
would ensure a proper burial.  Neither the county, state nor any of the federal agencies 
would bury these victims.  They were truly lost souls.  The West Winfield companies 
united together sending crews of men with shovels to dig mass graves for the bodies.  It 
was imperative that the bodies be buried and decomposed quickly so that the virus could 
die off with them.  The son of a wagon driver who hauled the bodies to the mass graves 
said his father told the story of at least twenty bodies to a grave.  The son of the constable 
who supervised the hydrated liming of the bodies for quick decomposition verifies this 
number.  No one seems to know though just how many mass graves there were before the 
virus ran its course in the spring of 1919.  The Butler County Tourism Bureau lists this 
site as a “Butler County Historical Site” It becomes important in today’s world that is 
threatened with a pandemic similar to the one in 1918 and caused by a comparable 
situation of an avian virus jumping from birds to humans generating a virus so virile that 
it is almost unstoppable.  Certainly it was unstoppable in 1918 where worldwide over 30 
million people died.  The mass graves are now a place of contemplation and the souls that 
lay there are at peace. 

There may also be other small, private plots located throughout the Township.  Other 
cemeteries are available to Winfield Township residents outside of the municipality. 

6.6. Postal Services 

There is a U.S. Post Office located at 452 Winfield Road in Cabot.  This post office 
serves the majority of the community with another portion of the Township served by a 
post office in Sarver located at 705 Ekastown Rd Sarver, PA 16055. 

6.7. Communications and Media Facilities 

There are no local media outlets located within Winfield Township.  Local news 
coverage is provided by Pittsburgh television stations and print coverage is provided by 
the daily Butler Eagle, Valley News Dispatch, and other regional newspapers.  Local 
Butler radio stations also provide coverage of news and events in Winfield Township. 
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6.8. Solid Waste Management Plan 

Winfield Township does not have a solid waste management plan and has no Township 
regulations regarding solid waste disposal.  The use of private garbage haulers is 
voluntary.  Those who do not have private garbage collection dispose of waste through 
individual burn barrels or other methods.  Similarly Winfield Township does not have a 
required recycling program.  If township resident choose to have garbage pick-up, 
recycling is provided with the service.  Residents can pick up a recycle bin from the 
township for $4.  Butler County provides some recycling services that residents along the 
collection routes can participate in voluntarily. 

There are no large scale solid waste landfills or recycling facilities Winfield Township.  
A landfill is located in Jackson Township. 
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7. Transportation and Traffic Assessment 

Transportation is the movement of people and goods.  Transportation infrastructure 
greatly influences land use, development, and economics of a region.   

7.1. Public Transit 

PennDOT’s Bureau of Public Transportation lists the following public transit services 
which are available in Butler County: 

 Fixed Bus Routes: Butler Transit Authority, Port Authority of Allegheny County, 
New Castle Area Transit Authority, and Myers Coach Line, Inc. 

 Shared Ride/Demand Response:  Butler County Community Action & 
Development  

The only public transit services that are available within Winfield Township are the 
Shared Ride service provided by Butler County Community Action & Development, 
which is known as BART (Butler Area Rural Transit), as well as bus service by BART.  
The Shared Ride services are provided to anyone in the county for a fee and some free 
service is provided depending on age and reason for riding. 

There are other public transit services available to Winfield Township residents; 
however, to utilize them residents have to travel to one of the respective service areas or 
pick-up points. There are eight park-n-ride locations in Butler County.  The two closest 
park and ride locations to Winfield Township are the Rt. 28 Exit 17-S Pike Road at 
Silverville Road, Buffalo Township location, and the McBride-Route 8 at Maharg Road, 
Penn Township location.   

7.2. Airports 

There are no public airports located in Winfield Township.  Several public/private 
airports exist in close proximity to the Township including the Butler County Airport and 
the Butler Farm Show Airport.  These facilities offer private charter flights to other 
regional airports.  The Allegheny County Airport and Pittsburgh International Airport, 
both located in Allegheny County, are the closest facilities offering national and 
international flights. 
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7.3. Railroads 

Two railroads currently offer freight service in Butler County. The Canadian National 
Railway owned Bessemer and Lake Erie Railroad main line passes through the City of 
Butler, while the Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad provides regional service in the area. 
The B&P has a large locomotive shop located just outside the Butler City limits. 

7.4. Waterways 

There are four streams that run through Winfield Township:  North Branch Rough Run; 
Rough Run, Little Buffalo Creek and Sarver Run.  Aside from these streams, the 
Allegheny River to the east of Winfield Township is the only major waterway within 
close proximity of the Township. 

The Rough Run subwatershed drains portions of Clearfield, Summit and Winfield 
Townships in Butler County and a small portion of North Buffalo Township in 
Armstrong County.  Rough Run is 7.7 miles long and has an average slope of 55 feet per 
mile.  Major named tributaries include the North Branch of Rough Run and Sarver Run. 
Topography in the drainage is highly variable, ranging from broad rolling uplands in the 
west to the deeply entrenched valley of Rough Run in the east.  The uplands are generally 
devoted to agriculture and the valleys and slopes are forested.  There are no population 
centers in the watershed.  However, the now vanished village of West Winfield had a 
population of several thousand in the 1920s.  Resource extraction activities at West 
Winfield began in 1847 with the Winfield iron furnace, and subsequently included 
limestone mining, cement production, a clay pipe refractory, and mushroom farming.  
The lower portions of the Rough Run valley bear ample evidence of these activities 
through the remains of abandoned industrial sites. 

Little Buffalo Creek is the major Buffalo Creek 
tributary and is located entirely in Butler County.  
The creek has a length of 9.4 miles, originating 
south of Great Belt in Jefferson Township and 
entering Buffalo Creek at Winfield Junction.  
Little Buffalo Creek has an average slope of 54 
feet per mile.  Its major name tributary is Sarver 
Run.  The topography of the subwatershed is 
generally typified by broad rolling uplands.  
However, the valley of Little Buffalo Creek 
becomes increasingly entrenched as it proceeds southeastward.  Downstream of Sandy 
Lick in Buffalo Township, the valley becomes a gorge, with slopes dropping 
precipitously for 200 feet from the level uplands to the narrow valley floor.  The uplands 
are generally devoted to agriculture, but much of the Little Buffalo valley is forested.  

Little Buffalo Creek 
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Major population and commercial centers include Saxonburg, Marwood, Cabot, and 
Sarver (including much of Buffalo Township). The S.R. 0028 and S.R. 0356 corridors 
through the watershed are presently experiencing rapid residential and commercial 
development.  The Little Buffalo Creek valley historically was the location of the only 
railroad line connecting Butler to the Allegheny Valley.  A number of early industries 
developed along this line including quarries, mines, and oil shipping terminals. 

7.5. Roads 

A network of 54.95 miles of roads and highways provide transportation corridors within 
Winfield Township.  This road system is comprised of 14.25 miles of state owned and 
maintained roads and 40.70 miles of Township owned and maintained roads, this 
includes an Act 32 turn-back of 13.36 miles of road.  Additionally, there are many private 
lanes and drives in Winfield Township which are owned and maintained by private 
property owners or developers.  Figure 7-1 shows the roadway system in Winfield 
Township. 

The major transportation corridor through Winfield Township is State Route 356.  This 
state road is also a major transportation route through Butler County as it connects 
various municipalities including the City of Butler with Routes 28 and Routes 422 and 
Interstate 79 via Route 422.  Improved access and availability of roads and highways 
makes travel more convenient but also can lead to increased development along the 
transportation corridor, which in turn increases the number and speed of vehicles on the 
highway.  This cycle of development and increased use along developed transportation 
corridors increases congestion as is the case along S.R. 356.  Congestion along S.R. 356 
has been recognized by the Southwest Pennsylvania Commission and other entities. 

Because of development along S.R. 356 in Winfield Township and neighboring Buffalo 
Township, the need for turning lanes and additional traffic lights will become more 
obvious as time and development progress.  It is anticipated that traffic studies for any 
future development along or adjacent to S.R. 356 in Winfield Township will produce 
similar results requiring further realignments or improvements to handle increased traffic 
on and feeding into S.R. 356. 

Other major roads in Winfield Township include: 

 Winfield Road;  

 Marwood Road;  

 Bear Creek Road;  

 Sarver Road/Slate Lick Road. 
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The roads in Winfield Township are generally in good repair; however, consistent and 
constant maintenance is necessary to maintain the cartway and drainage along the roads.  
The Township does not have a written maintenance plan for the road system, but rather 
addresses maintenance issues as they arise from year to year.   

Winfield Township does have various restrictions and regulations in place regarding the 
use of the road system.  These regulations include the establishment of maximum speed 
limits and restrictions on vehicle weight limits for certain roads and streets.  Ordinances 
relative to roads are found in the Subdivision Land Development Ordinance. 

The Township’s Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance has recently been revised 
and includes detailed requirements for the development of new roads in the Township.  
Also, any new development, road, or driveway which will impact a state highway 
requires approval through a highway occupancy permit by PennDOT. 

With the current presence of gas well drilling companies as well as the on-going presence 
of logging companies, it is imperative that the Township continue to have these entities 
bond roads that they are using and monitor these same roads for damages.  A formal road 
monitoring program needs to be implemented and maintained.  This program needs to be 
an improvement to what currently exists. 

As development occurs throughout the Township, the Township should give 
consideration to conducting an Impact Fee Study and perhaps implement an Impact Fee 
whereby major developers are responsible for subsidizing the improvement of roads that 
will be impacted by traffic from their development.  

Impact fees generally apply to municipalities experiencing intense residential or 
commercial development that struggle to fund roadway improvements needed to serve 
that development.  Transportation impact fees are one tool that can be used to help fund 
those needed improvements.  Transportation impact fees are a funding mechanism 
permitted by the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC).  Fees can be 
assessed to a new development in proportion to its impact on transportation, namely the 
traffic the development is expected to generate during peak commuter periods.  Funds 
collected are used to improve roadways used b development-related traffic, enabling the 
municipality to provide adequate infrastructure to support economic growth and 
development.   

However, adopting an impact fee ordinance involves complying with certain regulations 
and completing specific studies, which represent a significant investment by a 
municipality.  Before incurring upfront costs of implementing an impact fee ordinance, 
Winfield Township should conduct a detailed cost to benefit analysis of the various 
issues involved in an impact fee program.  These issues or factors are: 
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 Land Use Projections 

 Proposed Road Improvements 

 Traffic Volumes and Roadway Capacity 

 Potential Revenue Generation and Impact Fees 

It is worthy of note that Winfield Township is a rural township that does not anticipate 
tremendous amounts of residential growth associated with large subdivisions.  Thus, it is 
somewhat doubtful that an Impact Fee program would be cost effective and beneficial to 
implement. 
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8. Economic Conditions 

8.1. Taxes 

Residents of Winfield Township pay both property and earned income taxes and a per 
capita or per person tax for working residents age 18 and over of $5.00 per person per 
year.  Winfield Township has an elected tax collector for the property taxes, while the 
earned income and per capita taxes are collected by Berkheimer Associates on behalf of 
BCTCC, the school district, and Township.  There is also a Local Services Tax (formerly 
Emergency and Municipal services Tax and Occupational Privilege) of $52 per person 
once a year which is withheld by Winfield Township employers, if not self-employed, 
and 100% retained by the School District. 

Property taxes in Winfield Township are based on the 1969 Butler County assessment, 
which is maintained by the Butler County Assessment Office.  Table 8-1 presents the 
millage rates for the various components of the property tax.   

  Table 8-1 
Property Tax Rates 

(Butler County Assessment Office) 

Year School District Butler County Municipality Total 

Winfield 
2013 

91.275 mills 24.628mills 3 mills 118.903 mills 

 
Winfield Township’s portion of the property tax (3 mils) represents only 2.5% of the total 
property tax residents pay.  The other portions of the property tax are attributed to the 
county and school district.  The Township mileage rate is among the lowest rate of all the 
municipalities in Butler County, but the School District millage rate is greater than the 
average rate of other school districts in the county.  In the future and in the absence of 
grants or transportation impact fees, the Township needs to assess its local tax rate and 
consider annual increases to generate sufficient revenues to continue road, storm 
drainage, and other township improvement projects.    

8.2. Community Income 

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission provides a municipal profile of selected 
economic characteristics for Winfield Township from 2007-2011, and these estimates 
were released in December 2012.  The median annual household income (MHI), in 2011 
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Inflation-Adjusted Dollars was reported as $48,304; the median family income was 
$62,772 and per capita income was reported as $24,643.  Median earnings for the full-
time, year-round civilian employed population 16 years and over with earnings, by sex:  
Males – $42,083 and Females – $34,583.  Estimates of income and employment may be 
used in the future to determine applicability for certain grants and loans for economic 
development in the Township.  Employment is discussed in the following section called 
Size and Character of Labor Force.  Tables 8-2 and 8-3 focus on family income levels 
and household income characteristics respectively. 

 

 

Table 8-2 
Family Incomes in Winfield Township 

SPC Municipal Profile:  Selected Economic Characteristics 2007-2011 
(estimates released December 2012)

Family Income in past 12 months 
(2011 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars)  Percent 

Families 963 100% 

Less than $10,000 0 0 

$10,000 to $14,999 17 1.8 

$15,000 to $19,999 48 5.0 

$20,000 to $24,999 75 7.8 

$25,000 to $29,999 29 3.0 

$30,000 to $34,999 54 5.6 

$35,000 to $39,999 36 3.7 

$40,000 to $44,999 79 8.2 

$45,000 to $49,999 16 1.7 

$50,000 to $59,999 98 10.2 

$60,000 to $74,999 160 16.6 

$75,000 to $99,999 161 16.7 

$100,000 to $124,999or more 97 10.1 

$125,000 to $149,999 25 2.6 

$150,000 to $199,999 60 6.2 

$200,000 or more 8 0.8 

Median Family Income (dollars) $62,772  

Per Capita Income (dollars) $24,643  
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Table 8-3 

Household Incomes in Winfield Township 
SPC Municipal Profile:  Selected Economic Characteristics 2007-2011 

(estimates released December 2012)
Household Income in past 12 months 

(2011 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars)  Percent 

Households 1,411 100% 

Less than $10,000 21 1.5% 

$10,000 to $14,999 97 6.9% 

$15,000 to $19,999 137 9.7% 

$20,000 to $24,999 153 10.8% 

$25,000 to $29,999 65 4.6% 

$30,000 to $34,999 113 8.0% 

$35,000 to $39,999 36 2.6% 

$40,000 to $44,999 79 5.6% 

$45,000 to $49,999 14 1.0% 

$50,000 to $59,999 125 8.9% 

$60,000 to $74,999 142 10.1% 

$75,000 to $99,999 203 14.4% 

$100,000 to $124,999or more 97 6.9% 

$125,000 to $149,999 25 1.8% 

$150,000 to $199,999 60 4.3% 

$200,000 or more 44 3.1% 

Median Household Income (dollars) $48,304  

 

 

8.3. Size and Character of Labor Force 

The 2010 U.S. Census reported the employment rate for those over 16 years in of age in 
Winfield Township was 56.2% percent as shown in Table 8-4, or 94.7% of the civilian 
labor force.  Unemployment rates are down in the Southwest Pennsylvania Region, which 
coincides with the national trend.  The unemployment rate for Winfield Township is 
5.3%.  The Winfield Township unemployment rate corresponds with the Butler County 
unemployment rate of 6.3% of the civilian labor force.  Both Butler County and Winfield 
Township are lower than the State of Pennsylvania unemployment rate of 7.9% for the 
civilian labor force.   
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Table 8-4 
Employment Status for Winfield Township – 2007-2011 

2007-11 American Community Survey 5-year estimates released December 2012 

Employment Status 2007-2011  

Population 16 Years and Older 2,845 

Civilian Labor Force Employed 1,513 

Civilian Labor Force Unemployed 85 

Armed Forces 0 

Not in Labor Force 1,247 

 
Table 8-5 shows the different occupations of employed residents of Winfield Township.  
Table 8-6 shows the different industries which employ residents of Winfield Township.  
Employment within Winfield Township is mainly provided by manufacturing which 
employs 27.3% of the employed population.  Although manufacturing employs a large 
portion of the region and the largest percentage of employees in Winfield Township, 
agricultural production and retail trade of the goods; education, health and social 
services; and construction are also large sources of employment.   

Table 8-5 
Occupations of  Winfield Township’s Employed Civilian Population –2007-2011 

2007-11 American Community Survey 5-year estimates released December 2012 

Industries 2000 Census Percent 
Employed Civilian Population 16 Years and 

Older 
1,513 100 

Management, business, science and arts 424 28.0% 

Service 233 15.4% 

Sales and office 278 18.4% 

Farming, fishing and forestry 43 2.8% 

Construction, extraction, installation, 
maintenance, and repair 

174 11.5% 

Production, transportation, and material moving 361 23.9% 
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Table 8-6 
Industry for the Civilian Employed Population 

2007-11 American Community Survey 5-year estimates released December 2012 

 Number Percent 
Employed Civilian Population 16 

Years and Older 
1,513 100 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and 
hunting, and mining 

85 5.6% 

Construction 146 9.6% 

Manufacturing 413 27.3% 

Wholesale trade 25 1.7% 

Retail trade 80 5.3% 

Transportation and warehousing, 
and utilities 

127 8.4% 

Information 20 1.3% 

Finance and insurance, real estate 
and rental and leasing 

79 5.2% 

Professional, scientific, 
management, administrative, 
waste management services 

48 3.2% 

Educational services, health care 
and social assistance 

354 23.4% 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation and food services 

84 5.6% 

Other services, except public 
administration 

16 1.1% 

Public administration 36 2.4% 

 

8.4. Economic Stability and Versatility 

Butler County has a Community Development Corporation (CDC) which is county wide 
and several sub-County regional entities which focus on economic development.  The 
CDC has a strategic plan for economic development and overall, Butler County’s 
economy has been performing quite well, as shown by United States income Census data.  
However, in Winfield Township, there is limited infrastructure for development due to 
the rural nature of the Township.   
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8.5. Agricultural Resources and Production 

The presence of agricultural lands in Winfield Township has been documented and 
discussed in Section 3 of this Plan.  Agricultural lands are abundant in the Township and 
the extent of these lands provides definitive proof as to the rural setting of Winfield 
Township.  These agricultural resources are a vital aspect of  not only the region’s 
economy, but the way of life and the cultural heritage of the Township.  Agricultural 
activities in Winfield Township generally consist of the production of field crops, 
produce, flowers/landscaping plants, and livestock.  The Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Commission states in its 2035 Transportation and Development Plan that theses farms 
which currently supply agricultural materials may also benefit in the future from the 
growing interest in alternative fuels which require cellulous material (corn, grass, etc.) as 
a raw material. 

Winfield Township recognizes the importance of agricultural land use and in accordance 
with the Butler County Comprehensive Plan and the 1982 P.L. 454, No. 133 Act 
(Agricultural Security Act), Winfield Township will not include normal agricultural 
operations under nuisance definitions or prohibitions in Township Ordinances.    
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9. Land Use Plans 

As described in this Comprehensive Plan, Winfield Township is generally rural, but with 
a potential for growth due to a variety of natural and locational advantages.  However, the 
goals and objectives of this Plan are to provide for growth while preserving and 
protecting the existing community and natural/agricultural resources of Winfield 
Township.  This can be achieved through careful land use planning and developing 
partnerships with nearby small towns which are service/infrastructure rich but land poor.  
The plan shall provide guidance for residential growth which does not cause 
suburbanization.  Residential growth should be accommodated, while the rural resources, 
existing land uses, character, and features shall be preserved and protected.   

No major land use pattern changes or additions have been realized in Winfield Township 
since the County planning studies were completed some time ago.  The Township still 
remains predominantly rural in nature.  Agricultural activities continue as the major land 
use in the Township.   

Developed land is generally utilized for single family residential structures.  The majority 
of housing is situated on widely scattered lots associated with agricultural uses and old 
homesteads.  Newer housing in the Township has been constructed along existing roads 
in small series of lineal neighborhoods.  It is crucial to note that the Township does 
require each residential structure built to be situated on at least a two-acre lot.  If the 
Township desires to spur residential growth, the one-acre requirement for housing on lots 
where public sewers and public water are present should be revisited.   

Commerce (small business and commercial) are not extensive in Winfield Township.  
Most commercial uses are located along Route 356 and Winfield Roads.  Limited 
residential expansion and commercial growth has taken place in recent years, but overall, 
the use patterns described in previous planning efforts have changed very little. 

 

9.1. Existing Land Use Inventory 

Land use and growth is regulated under the Subdivision and Land Development 
Ordinance No. 07-04 as amended September 27, 2007 and the Zoning Ordinance No. 07-
05, Section 5.03 as amended September 27, 2007.  Ordinance 07-04 dictates the 
development of land in subdivisions and controls growth through the mandate of sewage 
treatment and minimum lot sizes as stated in the following paragraphs: 
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“1727. Minimum lot dimensions and areas shall be not less than those specified in 
the Township Zoning Ordinance for the zoning district containing the subdivision. 
However, soil percolation tests undertaken by the Township Sewage Enforcement 
Officer may indicate that larger lots will be required and such tests will govern 
minimum lot size when on-lot sewage disposal is proposed.” 
 

“2410. Every structure in any subdivision, development plan or manufactured 
home park connected to a water supply shall also be connected to a sanitary sewage 
disposal system.  Such system shall be either an individual or community on-lot 
system approved by the Township Sewage Enforcement Officer, or a public or 
private utility approved by the State Department of Environmental Protection 
and/or the P.U.C. 
 

Zoning Ordinance 07-05, Section 5.03 establishes minimum lot sizes and dimensions for 
the various zoning districts in Winfield Township.  The Ordinance requires the following 
minimum lot sizes in areas zoned as Residential/Agricultural: 

5.03 BULK AND DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS  
 

1. RA District 
 

a. Lot size requirements when utilizing individual water or sewerage 
facilities: 

 
Single Family, Manufactured Home, Other Uses: 

Two (2) Acres* Minimum lot width at building line – 200 feet 
Maximum lot coverage – 40 percent 

  

Two Family: 

Three (3) Acres  
 

Maximum lot width at building line – 200 feet 
Maximum lot coverage – 40 percent 

  

Multi Family: Not Applicable 

 
 *LOT AREA EXCLUDES RIGHT-OF-WAY 

* Lot area of 2 acres required in an attempt to provide space for on-lot 
sewage facilities, as approved by the SEO and DEP, to serve a dwelling 
located on the lot.  Due to the high-quality watersheds in Winfield 
Township DEP will not permit small flow treatment facilities with 
surface discharges, as such on-lot and sub-surface systems are 
necessary. 

 
b. Lot size requirements when utilizing public or community water and 

sewerage facilities: 
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Single Family, Two Family. Manufactured Home, Other Uses: 

One (1) Acre Minimum lot width at building line – 125 feet 
Maximum lot coverage – 40 percent 

  

Multi Family: Five Dwelling Units per gross acre 

      Maximum lot coverage – 40 percent 

 
  LOT AREA EXCLUDES RIGHT-OF-WAY 
 
c. Building setback and height requirements for all uses: 
 

Front yard 75 feet measured from centerline of street 
 

Side yards each 10 feet; for multi-family 15 feet at each 
end of building group or from property line 
 

Rear yard 50 feet from principal building to lot line; 
10 feet from accessory building to lot line 
 

Maximum structure height 35 feet for single-family and two family; 
45 feet for multi –family and other uses 

 
2. C District and M District 

 
a.  Minimum lot area: Two (2) Acres, excluding right-of way 

b.  Maximum structure height: No maximum height limit except where adjoining 
the RA District, then any structure higher than 35 
feet shall be set back an additional 15 feet for 
every 10 feet in excess of 35 feet increment 

c.  Building setback requirements:  

     1.  On lots adjoining and RA District 100 feet 

     2.  On lots adjoining State or local roads 50 feet 

     3.  Side and rear yards 15 feet 

 

Lots smaller than those set forth in the zoning ordinance exist in the Cabot and Marwood 
areas, primarily because of existence prior to adoption of the ordinance.  These lots are as 
small as 0.25 acres. 

According to the Butler County Comprehensive Plan rural areas of Butler County are 
among the features of the County most cherished by citizens.  People are choosing to live 
in the rural areas, which takes away from traditional uses of agriculture, mining, and 
logging and results in utility extension and suburbanization.  Therefore, Winfield 
Township must manage where growth is to occur and the extent of growth.  With the 
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potential for growth in Winfield Township, the Township should begin to consider 
reevaluating land use regulations and consider zoning changes. 

In addition to suburbanization, residential development also eliminates rural land 
development which is often the original reason for residential development.  Therefore, 
Winfield Township should permit development and subdivision development on a 
conservative basis.  Winfield Township should identify natural features in and around the 
area of desired development and essential natural features should be identified and 
planned around.  Winfield Township may also consider the cluster concept in exchange 
for permanent green space, as described in the Butler County Comprehensive Plan. 

9.2. Future Land Use Plan 

Growth influences and attitudes toward community development change from time to 
time due to a variety of factors and situations which may or may not be predictable.  Such 
uncertainties make it virtually impossible to predict many aspects of long range growth, 
but the analysis of known influences, combined with the formulation of local policy 
guidelines, can assist in achieving orderly future growth.  This outlook for the future is 
based on the observations and influences discussed in the Comprehensive Plan and reflect 
projected growth in the community. 

The zoning ordinance can be used to some extent to regulate land uses.  This type of land 
use regulation may be accomplished by differentiating between residential and 
agricultural areas and avoiding overlap in these two land use categories. 

To provide for the most definitive land use requirements, future planning in Winfield 
Township should include consideration for zoning and designation of appropriate land 
uses to guide locations for residential and commercial development, while protecting 
existing rural and agricultural areas of the Township.  Through the zoning process, land 
uses in the Township can be regulated by zoning districts developed to both match 
existing uses and provide for future use.  Zoning can and has been successfully used to 
provide for agricultural uses while allowing for growth and development in the 
community.  The Butler County Comprehensive Plan includes several suggestions for 
zoning which can promote the preservation of agricultural areas, including: 

1. Allowing strip residential areas where a farmland owner may see “frontage” lots.  
However, this method may cause traffic problems. 

2. Agricultural zoning where very large lots (10 to 40 acres) are zoned for 
agricultural usage.  This is a more restrictive approach. 

3. Sliding scale zoning which encourages lots too small for agricultural usage to be 
used for residential purposes while keeping large tracts of prime farmland intact 
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for agricultural or farming usage.  For a sliding scale zoning area, property can be 
divided into five plots of varying sizes.  

4. Conservation subdivision where there is no relationship between minimum lot 
size and density of houses.  This method provides more options to the developer. 

5. Buying the property.  Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE) 
is a program instituted by Pennsylvania to protect farm land.  Butler County has 
implemented this program, but it is expensive and the most viable long term 
farmlands should be targeted   
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10. Function and Form of Government 

10.1. Township Government 

Winfield Township is classified under Pennsylvania law as a second class township.  The 
Township is governed by three elected supervisors.  In 2013 the Township Supervisors 
are Michael Robb, Chairman, Glenn Nagle, Supervisor and Matt Klabnik, Supervisor.  
The Township Supervisors meet monthly, typically on the last Thursday of each month at 
6:00 pm in the Township Municipal Building.  

The Township has an office staff of a Secretary/Treasurer and Assistant Secretary.  Other 
employees include Roadmaster, and two Road Department employees.  Tax Collector is 
an elected position in the township.  Winfield Township also has a five member 
appointed Township Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission operates under 
the requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code and provides review and 
recommendation of planning and land development projects in the Township.  The 
Planning Commission meets monthly, typical on the first Wednesday of each month at 
6:00 pm in the Township Municipal Building. 

Winfield Township also retains professional services including Building 
Permits/Inspector, Sewage Enforcement Officer, Solicitor, Sewage Authority Liaison, 
Zoning Officer, and Township Engineer.   

As required under Pennsylvania law, the appointments and retainers are assigned 
annually at Winfield Township’s reorganization meeting held the first business day in 
January. 

As development begins to occur and the dynamics and demographics of the Township 
begins to change, the Township may want to look at restructuring its appointed staff to 
reflect a Township with a full-time Manager who would assume the duties of the current 
Secretary/Treasurer and Zoning Officer and oversee projects and the activities of the 
Road Department. 

10.2. Codes and Code Enforcement  

Winfield Township utilizes an appointed Zoning Officer and a retained Building Code 
Enforcement Agency to oversee building permitting and construction.  The Township has 
adopted the Uniform Construction Code as its building code.  Applications for building 
permits are made with the Township Secretary who then forwards the application of the  
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Zoning Officer and Agency for issuance of a building permit, required plan and 
construction inspections, and when necessary issuance of a occupancy permit. 

The Sewage Enforcement Officer is utilized by the Township to oversee and permit 
sewage facilities that are required in conjunction with residential and commercial 
construction.  

10.3. Ordinances and Land Use 

Winfield Township has enacted a series of ordinances to guide activities and land use 
within the Township.  In 2007, the Township completed major revisions to its 
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance.  These revisions were focused on 
updating the standards that are applied to land development, including development size 
and layout, stormwater management, and procedural requirements. 

Winfield Township currently has Zoning Ordinance and an Official Land Use Map to 
guide development, instead of relying solely on its Subdivision and Land Development 
Ordinance.  To help meet the goals and objectives of this Comprehensive Plan, the 
Township recognizes that Zoning and its Land Use Map are necessities to plan for growth 
and protect certain rural and agricultural features in the Township. 

10.4. Energy Conservation Plan 

Winfield Township does not have an Energy Conservation Plan and currently the 
Township is not anticipating exceptional oil, gas, or coal development activities.  
However, due to the price increase for oil and gas there has been an upswing in 
exploration and drilling in Butler County and these activities could occur on private or 
public property in the Township in the future.  

The Butler County Comprehensive Plan addresses energy conservation indicating that 
municipalities should refer to the Pennsylvania Oil and Gas Act for provisions on 
drilling, operation of oil and gas wells, well permits, permit objection rights, well 
registration and identification, inactive status, and well location restrictions.  Should these 
activities develop significantly in Winfield Township, the Township will refer to the Oil 
and Gas Act and developers must comply with requirements of the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection or other regulatory agencies which have jurisdiction over the 
development of energy resources.  

The development of oil, gas, coal, or other energy related resources in Winfield 
Township should meet the following goals: 

1. Permit the optimal development of their oil and gas resources consistent with 
providing public health, safety, and environmental and property protection; 
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2. Protect personnel safety and facilities employed for the exploration, development, 
storage, and production of natural gas, oil, or coal mining; 

3. Protect the safety and property rights of persons residing in areas where such 
exploration, development, storage, or production occurs; and  

4. Protect the natural resources, environmental rights, and values secured by the 
Pennsylvania Constitution 

10.5. Capital Improvement Plan 

Winfield Township does not have a formal and published long-range Capital 
Improvement Plan.  Because of the limited physical assets owned by the Township a 
capital improvement plan has not been developed.  Planning for capital projects is 
performed at least annually for items such as road maintenance, upcoming major 
equipment needs, and municipal building maintenance. 

10.6. Nutrient Management 

Winfield Township does not have its own Nutrient Management Plan.  As indicated in 
the Butler County Comprehensive Plan and required under state law, Winfield Township 
shall abide by the Nutrient Management Act (1993 P.L. 12, No. 6).  This act gives the 
State Conservation Commission, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 
and the Department of Environmental Protection powers and duties for nutrient 
management.   

The Nutrient Management Act requires operators of concentrated animal operation to 
develop, go through a review and approval procedure, and implement a nutrient 
management plan.  Violators of the Clean Streams Law may also be required to submit a 
nutrient management plan.  In addition, non-concentrated animal operations may submit 
a nutrient management plan voluntarily.   

Nutrient management plans can aid in protecting the natural resources in the Township 
by decreasing erosion and sedimentation and nutrient laden run-off to waterways.   

10.7. Historic and Natural Features Preservation Ordinances 

10.7.1. Natural Feature Preservation 

The Clean Streams Law (1937 P.L. 1987, No. 394) was enacted to preserve the purity of 
the water supply for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Winfield Township abides by 
this law and during the land development process considers the following: 

1. Watershed water quality management and pollution control,  

2. Present and potential future usage of the water source,  

3. The feasibility of combined or joint treatment facilities,  



 

Section 10
Function and Form of Government

 

 
 

Winfield Township 
Comprehensive Plan Review and Policy Update 
 

 10-4 

 

4. The status of technology and scientific information, and  

5. The current and future economic impacts of the activity under review.   

Winfield Township also abides by other state laws regulating and preserving natural 
resources including Title 25 of the Pennsylvania State Code and Act 537 for Sewage 
Facilities Planning.    

10.7.2. Conservation 

Winfield Township also has the ability to preserve natural resources through participation 
in Butler County’s efforts to do the same.  The Butler County Conservation Plan 
indicates that the County has responded to the Environmental Stewardship and 
Watershed Protection Act, which allows Butler County and its municipalities to obtain 
redundant landfill closure funds to be applied to activities such as: 

1. Orphan gas and oil well plugging. 

2. Watershed-based conversation efforts, wastewater treatment/safe drinking water 
and stormwater (10 percent of DEP allocation and all of Pennvest funds outlined 
in the act). 

3. Purchase of agricultural conservation easements. 

4. Acquisition of land for parks conservation, historical, and recreation uses. 

5. Planning, including Park Recreation, Open Space Plans, River 
Corridor/Watershed Plans, Master Site Development Plans, Feasibility Studies, 
Natural Area Studies and Inventories, Greenways and Recreational Trail Plans, 
Maintenance Management Plans, Conservation Plans, Zoning Plans, Land Use 
Plans, and research or educational documents. 

6. Educational materials, including video tapes, workshops, and meetings. 

7. Acid mine drainage abatement. 

Butler County has an Environmental Advisory Council which has developed a mini-grant 
program and uses these funds to leverage State competitive funds for protection of 
natural resources.  Winfield Township has the opportunity to apply for these funds to 
support natural resource preservation projects identified to meet the goals and objectives 
of this Comprehensive Plan.  

Winfield Township also has access to the Butler County Conservation District which can 
provide expertise and assistance with regulatory permitting on items such as erosion 
control, waterway and wetland encroachment and obstruction, nutrient management, 
farmland preservation, and dirt and gravel roads.  The Conservation District also has 
access to funding programs to assist with some natural preservation activities.  For 
example, grant money is available to improve certain dirt and gravel roads to decrease 
sediment runoff to waterways.  Winfield Township should consider these programs to 
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receive funding in support of projects which would support the goals and objectives of 
this Comprehensive Plan. 

10.7.3. Historic Preservation 

Winfield Township does not have any specific programs in place to provide for historic 
preservation.  An active and local Historical Society should be considered and formed to 
parallel the efforts of the Butler County Historical Society (West Diamond Street, Butler) 
to collect and preserve historical information and artifacts pertaining to the region, 
including Winfield Township.  Another historical society near the Township is located in 
Saxonburg.  Historical Societies all have various programs and 
events aimed at historical education and historic preservation in 
Butler County. 

The Cooper Cabin Pioneer Homestead in Cabot is operated by the 
Butler County Historical Society and is a registered Historic Site.  
The site contains an intact 1810 log cabin and associated 
outbuildings that are used to interpret life during the early 
settlement period. 
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11. Moving Forward 

The following community development goals have been developed for “Moving 
Forward.”  These goals focus on maintaining the current residential/agricultural character 
of the Township while planning for growth and development.  Reasoning and 
background for these goals and objectives has been presented in this Comprehensive 
Plan.  The goals are aligned with the planning elements which have been presented in the 
various chapters of this Plan.   

Physical Environment and Natural Resources 

Goal:  Conservation of the natural environmental quality and significant open space 
features throughout the Township. 

Means:   

 Consider updating the Official Land Use Map every three years to reinforce or 
establish significant natural resource and open space areas.  

 Utilize current ordinances (land development, storm water, flood plain, etc.) to 
protect natural features and maintain a healthy environment.  The ordinances 
can be used to make developers preserve trees and add green space to their 
respective developments. 

Agriculture 

Goal:  Preservation of viable agricultural pursuits and areas devoted to such purposes. 

Means: 

 Make land owners aware of the Agricultural Security Area and Agricultural 
Easement Programs. 

 Consider  revising the Official Land Use Map to establish more designated 
agricultural areas. 

Housing 

Goal:  Protection of the residential character and qualities of existing and future 
neighborhoods. 

Means: 

 Encourage occupancy of housing in the Township through rehabilitation or 
restoration of existing homes. 
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 Provide opportunities for various types of housing to be constructed in the 
Township in accordance with the Subdivision and Land Development 
Ordinance and future land use or zoning. 

Community Facilities 

Goal:  Develop and support facilities which provide community services consistent 
with local needs. 

Means: 

 Support municipal and community services provided by agencies external to 
Winfield Township, including voluntary fire departments, emergency medical 
services, Saxonburg Library, and Butler County services. 

 Support Saxonburg’s efforts to improve their community resources. 

 Support the Township’s Volunteer Fire Department to the fullest extent 
possible. 

Public Utilities 

Goal:  Support the development of public utilities to maintain and strengthen the 
standard of living in the Township. 

Means: 

 Foster agreements with utility agencies such as the Municipal Authority of 
Buffalo Township and Armstrong Cable (water, wastewater, cable, etc.) to 
provide service in Winfield Township as community needs arise. 

 Utilize current ordinances to require developers to provide and fund necessary 
utility improvements associated with proposed subdivisions. 

 Work with the Municipal Authority of Buffalo Township to consider 
developing cost effective sewer and water projects as local development and 
community needs arise. 

Parks and Recreation 

Goal:  Maintain and improve the quality of the community by providing recreational 
opportunities in the Township. 

Means: 

 Enhance the existing Community Park by increasing maintenance and 
constructing additional facilities such as picnic shelters and walking trail or 
simple athletic fields for use by the total demographic public of Winfield 
Township.  Also consider constructing a sewer extension to provide public 
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sewer facilities to the Township building, Community Park, and Volunteer 
Fire Station. 

 Work with developers to provide green space, walking trails, or play areas 
associated with proposed subdivisions to promote recreation in the developed 
neighborhoods. 

 Work with the Butler Freeport Community Trail Committee to promote trail 
as a recreational opportunity for all residents as well as other Butler County 
residents. 

 Consider having a Township sponsored Community Day in the Park where 
residents could come together for fun, community spirit, and refreshments. 

Cultural and Historic Resources 

Goal:  Preservation of the integrity and value of historic structures and landmarks 
throughout the Township. 

Means: 

 Support local historical societies and the programs they promote to preserve 
features of historic value in the Township.  Form a historical society in the 
Township. 

 Provide space and maintain the historic markers located within the Township 
and publicize the location of these markers for the public to see. 

Transportation 

Goal:  Development and maintenance of traffic corridors and roadways consistent 
with local needs. 

Means: 

 Manage impacts of development by requiring developers to provide and fund 
the necessary roadway improvements necessary to maintain safe and 
sufficient traffic corridors for existing traffic and the increases projected by 
the proposed development.  

 Where appropriate coordinate permitting and road maintenance efforts with 
PennDOT. 

 Work with Butler County to plan for maintenance of County owned bridges in 
the Township. 

 Take advantage of the Dirt and Gravel Road Program administered by the 
County Conservation District. 

 Support public transportation initiatives, such as a bus routes along S.R. 356 
or a local Park and Ride Facility. 
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 Develop a 5-year Infrastructure Management Program to plan for road way 
and storm water maintenance throughout the Township.  Update the 5-year 
plan annually to provide a rolling management program to maintain the 
Township’s road ways. 

 Consider looking at the feasibility of an Impact Fee Study. 

 Make improvements to the current road bonding program. 

Economy 

Goal:  Maintain and expand the municipal economic base in Winfield Township and 
the region. 

Means: 

 Support commercial and industrial development for areas along Route 356 
where public water and sewer facilities can be made readily available. 

 Support Butler County Community Development Corporation in their efforts 
to develop parcels of land in the Township. 

 Continue to support Township businesses, especially those focused on 
agriculture and agricultural products including row crops, livestock, nursery 
stock, and sod farming. 

 Encourage residents to support local commercial business and shopping areas 
in Saxonburg and Buffalo Township. 

Land Use 

Goal:  Creation and maintenance of orderly development patterns to provide 
functionally distinguishable but complimentary districts. 

Means: 

 Review and Update the Official Land Use Map and Zoning Ordinance once 
every three years to coordinate land use and guide orderly development, while 
considering agriculture, natural resources, and economic goals established in 
this Comprehensive Plan. 

 Apply the requirements of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 
to guide population density consistent with the ability of the community to 
expand in an orderly manner, including minimum lot size requirements. 

 Work with developers to maintain and protect the residential character and 
aesthetic quality of the existing and future neighborhoods in the Township. 

 If development of a residential character is desired, then review the current 
Subdivision and Land Development and Zoning Ordinances and requirements 
for minimum lot sizes for areas served by public water and sewer. 
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Government 

Goal:  Provide a responsive local government which strives to meet and maintain the 
goals of Winfield Township. 

Means: 

 Encourage public participation in the government process through attendance 
at public meetings and participation on appointed boards such as the Planning 
Commission. 

 Support the local governments of adjoining municipalities and when the 
interest of Winfield Township and its residents is best served, participate in 
multi-municipal or county programs. 

 Consider reasonable and regular tax rate increases to generate sufficient funds 
to maintain the Township infrastructure and improve Township properties and 
amenities. 

 Reconfigure the management of the Township government to include a 
Township Manager who would assume the duties of the Secretary Treasurer 
and Zoning Officer and would focus on managing Township business, saving 
money, and procuring funding assistance for Township infrastructure and 
other projects and initiatives. 
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Figure 3.2
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Figure 3.3
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Figure 3.4
Hazelton and Clymer Series Soils
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Figure 3.5
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Figure 3.6
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Figure 1.3
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Figure 3.9
Waterways and Watersheds

0 0.75 1.50.375
Miles

Legend
Service Area

Winfield Township

100 yr Flood Plain

Streams

1 inch equals 3,250 feet

Buskirk
Stamp

Buskirk
Text Box

Buskirk
Line

Buskirk
Text Box
Comprehensive PlanApril 2013

BUSKIRK
Rectangle

BUSKIRK
Text Box
Expanded Sewer Service Area by PADEP

Buskirk
Line

Buskirk
Line

Buskirk
Line



U
U

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZPUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

U

PUBZ

PUBZ

PSS1/EMY

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PSS1Y

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PEMY

PUBZ

PUBZ

PEMY

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

U
UPUBZ

PUBZ PUBZ

PUBZ
PUBZ

PUBZ

U U

PUBZ
PUBZ

PUBZ

PUBZ

Winfield Township
Act 537 Plan Update

®

October 2005

Figure 3.11
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